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PREFAOE.

TraT portion of Baron Humboldt’s “ Personal Narrative ”” of his
travels with Mons. Bonpland in the equinoctial regions of America,
which relates to the Island of Cuba, has been published as a separate
work both in the French and Spanish languages ; bat I believe no
complete version has ever been presented in English. The followiné
translation is from an excellent rendering of the original work into
Spenish, which modestly gives only the initials of the translator ;
D.J.B.de V. Y. M.

I have been stimulated to undértake this labor by the oft-repeated
request that I would state which is the best book on Cuba, and by
the fact that a long continued residence in the island, and a study
of its condition and resources, have convinced me that Baron
Humboldt’s work is the best that has been written on the subject.

In order to bring the information in this volume as nearly as
possible down to the present time, I have added notes, which are
placed in brackets in the body of the text, or without signature at
the foot of the page, as seemed most conducive to a clear exposition
of the present condition of Cuba. The notes of Baron Humbold¢
have the signature H. affixed in the following pages.

J.8.T.

Nxw Yozx, December, 1855,
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PRELIMINARY ESSAY. °

Ax essay upon the Island of Cuba, without some
treatment of the political and social questions which
affect its present condition and future develop-
ment, would justly be deemed an unsatisfactory
and incomplete work. We do not presume to
bring to the subject anything like the clear precision,
and charm of thought and style, which the admirable
writer and traveller, Baron Humboldt, has thrown
round the production we have veptured to reproduce
in the translation which follows. But we have made
these questions the subject of study for several years,
under new. aspects which have developed themselves

‘since Humboldt wrote, and venture to offer the result
of our observations and reflections, in the hope that
they may supply an existing want, and prove inter-
esting and serviceable to the American reader.

The complete view of the population and industrial
condition of Cuba, presented in the work of Baron
Humboldt, renders unnecessary any further remarks






PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 18

same ratio with the incresse of trade aocross the
varions isthmus routes, and every new enterprise in
those regions has a direct and practical tendency to
increase the moral power of whatever government
rules in Cuba. The comstruction of the Panama
railroad, at the cost of ‘millions of dollars to the
industrial resources of the United States, although of
great advantage, in a pecuniary sense, to all the
nations upon whose commerce it has conferred a
benefit, has brought an increase of national power
only to the Spanish government in Cuba, as it has
brought a great increase to the tides of national
wealth which must pass before its doors, and within
its easy grasp. The same result must attend every
increased facility of transit across the isthmus States,
and every movement which shall tend to augment
the products of labor within their borders, or their
intercourse with the great marts lying upon the
North Atlantic Oceaén.

The physical geography of all the isthmus states
north of Panama, and of the republic of Mexico,
give to Cuba in this respect, a peculiar natural terri-
torial relation to all those countries. Their eastern
shores are wanting in those deep and capacious har-
bors, so necessary not only for commerce, but for the
purposes of defence, while the situation of Cuba,"
with her numerous ports, opposite, and almost imme-






PRELIMINARY RESSAY. 17

sissippi river and its tributaries, within the control
of the government of Cuba. It may close at will
the only ocean outlet those countries possess, and
thus inflict great evils upon all their industrial inter-
ests. The actual value of the commerce which that
vast region now sends through this narrow channel,
is almost beyond the power of enumeration, and the
ceaseless tide of emigration, which is pouring its
countless thousands upon the plains west of the Mis-
gissippi, is adding steadily to its sum. However
great may be the facilities for passenger traffic, be-
tween the Atlantic and the Western States, the bulky
products of their industry, which constitute the basis
of their prosperity, must seek the markets of the
world through the lines of internal water communi-
cation and their ocean extensions. Thus every
waning year, increasing the industrial power of the
mighty West, adds a new value to the strength that
attends the geographical position of the island of
Cuba.

The territorial relations of Cuba to the isthmus
States, and to those bordering upon the Gulf of
Mexico, for purposes of defence are also of an im-
portant character. Through its peculiar location it
guards all the avenues of approach to their shores,
making an attack upon them a movement of great
difficulty and danger, while at the same time it cuts
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and capacious ports it equals them. Its geographi- .

cal position gives it also peculiar advantages in
respect to them. With-one extremity resting in
undisturbed proximity upon the Continent for sup-
port, the other extends between, and in sight of St.
Domingo and Jamaica, which are. the only other
islands of the Antilles possessing any territorial im-
portance. Its natural resources and facility of inter-
nal communication, give to these territorial relations
a power which can never be superseded by any com-
bination of natural or acquired advantages in the
other islands of the American Archipelago.

Its territorial relations to the United States, con-
stitnte probably its greatest value in the estimation
of European Cabinets. The geographical formation
of our Atlantic and Gulf coasts places it midway
between them, enabling the power that holds Cuba,
to impede at will all maritime intercourse between
their ports. At the same time it is the key to the
sea gates of more than twenty thousand miles of
river navigation emptying into the Gulf of Mexico,
the eshutting. of which would inflict serious injury
upon every interest connected with the great valley
of the Mississippi. The evil effects of such an
untoward event, would be felt not only by the indus-
trial pursuits of the great and increasing States in
that region, but also by the manufacturing and com-
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This bar of foreign territory over-lying these im-
portant lines of transit, extends from Cape Catoche,
in Yucatan, which is the eastern point of Mexico, to
the island of Porto Rico, a distance of fourteen hun-
dred miles ; and, under the geographical necessities
of trade and travel, may be said, without any distor-
tion of language, to lie immediately between the
Atlantic and the Pacific States. Through this bar
of foreign territory there are but three passages
open to commerce, all of which are in possession, or
under the immediate control of, European powers.
The most western of these is the narrow passage be-
tween Cape Catoche and the western end of Cuba,
forming the southern outlet to the Gulf of Mexico,
and which can be approached from the Atlantic
ports, only by first passing through the channel be-
tween the north coast of Cuba and the reefs of
Florida. This passage lies about one hundred and
fifty miles leeward from Havana.

The passage next eastward is the channel between
the eastern end of Cuba and the western extremity
of St. Domingo. It is about forty miles wide at the
parrowest part, having the harbors of St. Jago and
Guantanamo, in Cuba, on one side, Gonave and Port
au Prince, in Hayti, on the other, and Jamaica lying
directly across its southern outlet. These two are
those most frequented in our intercourse between the
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subject ; but the condition of the two countries is #o
distinct, that it has given rise to natural political
necessities and relations, or affinities, on the part of
Cuba, which are separate from, and not unfrequently
opposed to those of the Spanish monarchy ; the one
being wholly a European power, while the other,
through her great productions and commerce, has
natural relations of a purely Amegican character.
The essential political interests of the island are
antagonistic to those of the mother country. While
the Cortes and the crown have frequently declared
that Cuba does not form an integral part of the Span-
ish monarchy, but must be governed by special laws
not applicable to Spain, and persist in ruling her
under the erroneous and unjust European colonial -
system, the growing wealth and increasing intelli-
gence of the Cubans, lead them to aspire to some
share in the elimination of the political principles
under which their own affairs shall be administered.
A like antagonism exists in the economical rela-
tions of the two countries. While the people of
Cuba are not averse to the raising of such revenue
a8 may be required for the proper wants of the
State, in the administration of which they may par-
ticipate, they complain with a feeling of national
pride, that fiscal burdens of the most onerous kind
sre laid upon them for the expressed purpose of
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island. 'The propositions sustained by General Con-
cha are, that ¢ The prosperity of Cuba is not due to
the so-called laws of the Indies; nor does it prove
the social welfare of the island ; nor the excellence
of its government.” The result of this evil political
system has been to create a feeling of dissatisfaction
among the people of Cuba, and a direful determina-
tion on the part of the government, which is thus
expressed by General Canedo in his farewecll address
to the people of Cuba, on resigning the command of
the island to General Pezuela, in December 1853.

“ Remain then impassive in the love which you
profess to our august queen, and to the mother coun-
try ; remain obedient to the supreme government
and to the authority which represents it, and never
forget that the very existence and name of Cunba
depends upon its continuing to be a Spanish pos-
session.” :

The political relations of Cuba towards the other
continental nations of Europe, partake of the passive
antagonism inherent in the communittes of America;
but as this is entirely absorbed by its submission to
Spain, these relations cxhibit only the character of
those of the Spanish crown.

With Great Britain a severe contest has been car-
ried on for several years, during which the mother
country, up to a certain period, defended the interests

2
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following langnage in relation to this attempt, and its
temporary abandonment.

“In 1841, the draft of a Convention was transmit-
ted to Madrid, by which it was proposed to institute,
by the aid of British functionaries, an examination
into the titles by which the slave population of Cuba
is held in servitude. Encouraged by the novel
appearance of good faith on the part of the govern-
ment of Cuba, as it was then administered, her
Majesty’s government admitted the weight of certain
objections raised against that proposal by the gov-
ernment at Madrid, and forbore for the time to
press it.”*

The objections here alluded to, were the remon-
strances from Cuba, which were couched in the
strongest language. On the first allusion to the sub-
ject by the press in Spain, the Junta de Fomento
of Havana sent to the court a protest signed by Count
Villanueva (the intendant of the island), as president
of that body, which, after eloquently depicting the
results of that measure to Cuba, says:—

“Jt is not to be presumed that any white man will
be disposed to submit to so hard a fate. They will
all prefer to emigrate to foreign countries to earn

1Report on the Slave Trade, laid before Parliament, 1853, pp.
68-70.
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their livelihood and save the lives of their children,
if they do not previously adopt the course which a
state of desperation would prescribe.” * * #

* # % «There has been but one feeling or opinion
since the arrival of the publications in question from
Madrid, which is, that the island would be irrecovera-
bly lost by it to-the mother country, and to its inhab-
itants, who would prefer any extreme to the calamity
of sacrificing their fortunes, endangering their lives,
and remaining in a state of subordination to the
negroes.” !

This “ Draft of a Convention” was sent to Cuba
by the Recgency of Spain, for consultation, and
produced the most urgent remonstrances from the
municipal authorities of Havana, the Junta de Fo-
mento, and other public bodies, and from many
eminent citizens to whom it was submitted by the
local authorities. Their language was uniform and
bold, the Ayuntamiento of Havana declaring that
if the Convention were signed by Spain, it would be
productive of a bloody revolution in Cuba. These
representations induced England to forbear for a
time.

In 1850 and 1851, these demands were again

? Correspondence on the Slave Trade, published by order of the
House of Commons, 1841, Class B, p. 285,
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pressed by England with great energy and warmth,
and strenuously resisted by Spain. On the 23d
March, 1851, Senor Bertran de Lis writes to Lord
Howden :

“But it seems impossible that the well-known
perspicuity of the Cabinet of London should have
overlooked in its turn the immense responsibility
imposed upon the queen’s government by the pre-
sent circumstances of the Spanish Antilles, and the
stringent duty in which it is placed, of proceeding
with the greatest prudence and circumspection, in
all matters which may exercise either directly or
indirectly any influence upon the social and political
situation of those colonies. )

“You are aware of the dangers by which these
colonies are menaced. You know that for the pre-
vention of these dangers, for the consolidation of the
security and preservation of its transatlantic posses-
sions, her majesty’s government, hitherto, unfortu-
nately, reduced to its own means, cannot as yet rely
upon the decided protection of its most important
allies.” !

The moment was opportune for England, and she
did not hesitate to take advantage of it. General
Lopez was at that time preparing in this country his

3 Report on the Slave Trade, &c., 1863, p. 72.
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officers in Cuba to carry into execution the treaty
engagements of the Spanish crown for the suppression
. of the slave-trade, and to enforce the laws promulga-
ted by the crown of Spain in execution of those
engagements, the British government must deem
itself obliged to take the matter into its own hands,
and to have recourse to such measures in relation to
it as may appear to her majesty’s government best
calculated to accomplish the purpose in view.”*

These threatenings were replied to by the Marquis
de Miraflores on the part of Spain, in a firm tone.,
On the 19th of August, he wrote to Lord Howden:—

“If by any unfortunate combination of circum-
stances, or perhaps. in consequence of an inconsider-
ate zeal, or from any motive whatsoever, an undue
interference on the part of the commanders of the new
naval forces in matters of maritime or internal jurisdic-
tion of the island of Cuba, were to give rise to some
conflict with the authorities of that island ; if in this or
any way, a new element of disturbance were added to
the numerous ones, which, in spite of the government
of the United States, aro fostered against that island
~by American pirates, in combination with some dis-
loyal natives of Cuba, her majesty’s government
declares at once, that after repulsing with all the

! Published diepatches.
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res gkillfully availed himself of an apparent contra-
diction in the arguments and recomendations of
England, to which Lord Palmerston replies:—

“With reference to that passage in M. Miraflores’
note, in which he states that the Spanish government
cannot understand how her majesty’s government
can seriously recommend a measure which would
prove very injurious to the natives of Cuba, when
they also recommend that the Spanish government
should conciliate the affections of those Cubans, I
have to instruct your lordship to observe to M. de
Miraflores that the slaves of Cuba form a large por-
tion, and by no means an unimportant one, of the
population of Cuba; and that any steps taken to pro-
vide for their emancipation would, therefore, as far
as the black population are concerned, be quite in
unison with the recommendation made by her
mgjesty’s government; that measnres should be
adopted for contenting the people of Cuba, with a
view to secure the connexion between that island
and the Spanish crown; and it must be evident that
if the negro population of Cuba were rendered free,
that fact would create a most powerful element of
resistance to any scheme for annexing Cuba to the
United States, where slavery still exists.”

! Published dispatches.
2*
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0 some other State, for which scheme there are not
wanting partisans in Cuba.’™

These extracts show the antagonistic positions held
by the governments of Spain and Great Britain to
the close of the year 1852, and afford a clear insight
into the aims of the latter, in regard to the
political and social relations of Cuba. In the begin-
ning of 1853, these positions were unchanged, and
England continued to press her demands with una-
bated vigor. This is evident from the following dis-
patches :

LORD JOHN RUSSELL TO LORD HOWDEN.

[Extract.] *“ ForeigN OFFICE, January 31, 1853.

“Your lordship may be assured, that however
friendly the councils of her majesty may be to
Spain, whatever may be the interest of this country
not to see Cuba in the hands of any other power
than Spain, yet, in the eyes of the people of this
country, the destruction of a irade which conveys’
the natives of Africa to become slaves in Cuba, will
furnish a large compensation for such a transfer.
For such an exhibition of public feeling the govern-
ment of Spain should be prepared.”

! London Daily News, 31st December, 1852.
* Report on the Slave Trade, 1853—p. 195.
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is well aware that, should the case arrive for it to
defend her right, this nation will do her duty as she
has done on former occasions, without counting the
elements of resistance, and relying only on God and
the sanctity of her cause, and on her constancy and

valor.”

This position of Spain towards England, was soon
after changed for one of complete harmony with
regard to the social and political relations of Cuba,
and it is somewhat remarkable that the change in
the position of the Spanish government was so sud-
den, and unexpected by England, that conflicting
dispatches were written on the same day to each
other, by the secretary for foreign affairs in Lon-
don, and the British minister at Madrid. On the
16th of March, 1853, the Earl of Clarendon writes
to Lord Howden that the position of Spain ¢ endan-
gers the friendly relations between the two coun-
tries;”* and on the same day Lord IIowden writes
to the Earl of Clarendon, that ¢ the Spanish govern-
ment has agreed to a settlement of a question which
has long Leen a matter of painful discussion and dis-
pute.” What the conditions of this settlement were,
can only be partially conjectured from subsequent

1 Report on the Slave Trade, p. 196.
$ Report on the Slave Trade, 1853—p. 196.  * Do. p. 74,
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tern question. The happy accord and good under-
standing between France and England, have been
extended beyond the Eastern policy to the policy
affecting all parts of the world, and I am heartily
rejoiced to say, that there is no portion of the two
hemispheres with regard to which the policy of the
tyo countries, however heretofore antagonistic, is not
now in entire harmony.”

" The foregoing extracts, with the subsequent mea-
sures taken by Spain in Cuba, render it evident that
the political relations of the island to England, which
were for a long time the subject of warm discussion,
have experienced a radical change. The conduct of
the British naval commanders in the mid-American
waters last winter, sustain this view. As the effects
of this change, and the consequent measures taken
by the Spanish government in Cuba, relate more
particularly to the social relations of that island, we
shall consider them under that head.

The political relations of Cuba to the republics of
Spanish America, are of the most limited character.
Havana was for a long time the centre of the opera-
tions by Spain against her revolted colonies, and
became the refuge of her troops, when they were
driven from the continent. The few years that
have elapsed since the recognition of the independ-
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sion, may soon create a state of affairs in Hayti in
which the powers of western Europe, always so ready
to mingle in questions of territorial difficulty, or
of dynasty, may feel themselves called upon to inter-
fere. Any infringement of the rights of a subject
of either crown may form a pretext, and a cover for
political designs, as we have seen in late occurrences -
4n the Dominican republic, where a pretended in- -
fraction of individual rights, enabled them to pre- -
vent the completion of a treaty between that republie
and the United States.

The political relations of Cuba with the United
States constitute, in a great measure, those of Spain
with this country. They have been marked with
. many cases of irritated feeling, arising in most part
from the wrong application of general principles to
private cases, by ignorant and irresponsible officials.
All the exponents of Spanish public policy trace the
loss of her rich American possessions to the evil
example of the United States; and from this they
deduce a necessity of resistance to every principle
or precept, that in any way assimilates to the Ameri-
can theories; and this necessity, they think, can be
fully complied with, only by a constant opposition
to the interests of such American citizens as com-
merce, or any other cause, may bring within the
sphere of their power. The Spanish press in Cuba






PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 48

subject of private administration. Unfortunately
for our own citizens abroad, our government, con-
scious of its own respect for the rights of the foreigner
here, assumes that every other government is ani-
mated by the same feeling, and has pursued a system
of international intercourse the reverse of that fol-
lowed by European governments;—inquiry being
substituted for belief, and delay for action. Thus
the wrong is often consummated, and submitted to
by the citizen, because the seeking of redress is
more rainous to him than submission, and the affair
is forgotten,—no administration being anxious to
assume and correct the omissions of former ones. If
any representative abroad embroils himself with the
subordinates of a foreign power, in seeking redress
for our citizens, his communications to the cabinet
at Washington remain unanswered, and he is not
unfrequently abandoned to the degrading sense of
having urged an unsustained demand. For the sup-
port of these assertions, we do not hesitate to appeal
to every one of our citizens, who has been in public
position abroad as a representative of the United
States.

These circumstances have tended to complicate
our political relations with Cuba, for the nature of
the Spanish character has been so orientalized, by
the seven hundred years of Moorish dominion ir
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ested in the result of each private enterprise, are
better able to attain-an alvantageous result to each
adventure, than the wisest legislation can possibly
be ;.and it is the aggregate of individual profits that
constitutes the public gain, and the welfare of the
State. The commerce of Cuba, therefore, would be
most advantageously conducted, if left to the natural
promptings of individual profit and loss. A differ-
ent economical theory, however, prevails with the
government of Cuba, and restrictive laws modify
her industrial action in a manner that produces a
large positive loss to her.

Her natural exchanges with Spain are the products
of her own labor, in return for the fruits of Andalu-
sia, and the wines of Catalonia. The existing laws,
however, compel her to purchase in Spain all the
flour consumed in Cuba, at a cost fifty per cent.
greater than she could obtain it in nearer markets,
if free to seek them ; while the samé obstacles force
her to import in Spanish ships, a large portion of the
products brought from other countries, at a much
greater cost for freight than if her merchants could
employ those who would perform the service at the
lowest rate. Thus, for a valuable portion of her
trade, she is forced to employ two sets of ships; one
to bring the linens and cottons from the looms of
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mechanic arts in her ports. During many years her
trade with this country exceeded that with all other
nations.

There are, probably, no two separate countries
whose industrial relations are so completely recipro-
cal, as those of Cuba and the United States. Pro-
ducing staples that enter into constant general use in
this country, the natural wants of her people afford
a market for the products of every section of the
TUnion. The forests, fisheries, manufactures, and
ehipping of New England ; the farmers, dairymen,
miners, and handworkers of the middle States ; the
lumber-men, naval stores, and rice-growers of the
South ; and the meats and grains of the West, all
find an appropriate exchange in the markets of Cuba.
An adverse fiscal system, aided by our own unwise
retaliatory acts of 1832-3, have changed the course
of a large portion of this trade, and retarded its gen-
eral increase.

The cotton and linen manufactures of Europe are
consumed in Cuba to the value of five millions of
dollars annmally, a large portion of which might be

supplied by the better and cheaper products of
American looms. In thesame manner we find that
unequal fiscal impositions change the natural current
of ather branches of trade, and that flour, instead of
breing purchased in the cheapest mart in the world,
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from Buenos Ayres. It is not a reciprocal trade, for
the countries of La Plata consume & very small
amount of Cuban products; but is the fruit of the
present fiscal system of the island, the greater duties
upon the meats of North America forcing the con-
sumer to seek a supply from the inferior products of
the plains of South America.

The true relation of Cuba, or rather of its chief
port, Havana, to Spanish America, is indicated by
Baron Humboldt, in comparing it to the relation of
New York to the United States. This natural con-
nection has been severed by the wars of independence
in Mexico, and South America, and almost annihila-
ted by the long continued obstinacy of Spain, in
refusing to acknowledge the independence of her
former colonies. Speaking of the early years of the
present century, Baron Humboldt says, “ Havana pur-
chases in foreign marts much larger quantities of
goods than are needed for her own consumption,
exchanging her colonial products for the fabrics of
Europe, and selling them again at Vera Cruz, Trux-
illo, Laguaira, and Carthagena.” The proximity and
frequent communication of Havana with the United
States and Europe, should have made her the medium
not only for the interchanges of commerce with
Spanish America, but also for those of politics, science,
art, and literature.

3
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langnage, there is little social affinity between her
population and the Spanish American nations of the
continent. In contemplating the present social con-
dition of Cuba, we should not forget the origin and
causes of the principles and laws mpon which it is
based. :

The early settlers of Ouba and of South America
were fearless adventurers seeking for gold. The
native races of the Antilles scon melted away under
the hardships imposed upon them by their new task-
masters, and these, cavaliers and hardy men-at-arms,
were unfitted to till the soil, or pursue the peaceful
avocations 8o necessary to the welfare of évery com-
munity. The disappearance of the indigenous races
gave rise to a great social necessity in the new set~
tlements. ‘“Send us at once,” say the Spanish
officers in Cuba, in 1534, to the emperor, ‘ send us
at once the seven thousand negroes, that they may
become inured to labor, before the Indians cease to
exist ; otherwise the inhabitants cannot sustain them-
selves, nor the government detain any one here, for
with the new tidings from Peru, all desire to leave.”

This social necessity gave birth to negro slavery
in America; but the new institution made little pro-
gress until the humanitarian arguments, which we
find again bronght forward now for its destruction,

were brought to its aid. Las Casas, bishop of
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mmptuous Queen Elizabeth, and millions now re-
joice in the once highly-esteemed luxury of stockings.

It has become orthodox with modern humani-
tarians to question the humanity of the theory of
Las Casas. If we could have an impartial view of
the condition of the great mass of negroes in Africa,
of their social and military slavery from the earliest

ages, subject to the sway of barbarous native chiefs,
it might be found that his argument in favor of the
change from a savage to a civilized master, was not so
inconclusive as is now supposed; and that the step
itself was not so cruel as it has been, and still is
painted. But if we doubt the humanity of the social
theories of Las Casas, and the humanitarians of the
-sixteenth century, what verdict may not posterity
accord to those of Wilberforce and the humanita-
rians of the nineteenth century, when it contemplates
the results of their social experiments in St. Domingo,
Jamaica, and the other islands of the American
Archipelago.

The two unmixed races exist in Cuba, under a
social organization in which the inferior is subject to
the superior race, to the manifest material and moral
advantage of both. Tho material condition of the
inferior or slave race, is not that degraded and suffer-
ing state of deprivation, which the reasoners upon
the abstract question of slavery assume it to be. On
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the contrary, the relation of master and slave is one
of mutual dependence, and creates ties between
them which do not exist in countries where the two
races live in a state of civil equality. The feelings
of affection incident to an intimate and continued
intercourse from the cradle to the grave, are not
interfered with or broken by the existence of sepa-
rate interests. Though the slave is bound to reside
with and labor for his master, this does not infer that
his whole time and strength is consumed in bringing
profit to his owner. It is true the general direction
of his labors lies with his master, yet the slave in
America is able to devote a much larger portion of
his time and strength, to his own individual comfort
and pleasure, than is the manufacturing or agricul-
tural laborer, who is not a freeholder, in those com-
maunities where slavery does not exist. Not only are
his present wants supplied, in return for his labor,

but he has no future of age and poverty to provide
~ for, or to fear. Iis material condition is thus one
of comparative happines, (and all happiness is com-
parative), and this is further improved by the insti-
gations of interest with his master, and by that
friendly sentiment toward all who are dependent
upon us, or upon whom we have conferred a favor,
which is innate to the human heart. The possession
of power, or control by the slaveholder, over the
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labor of his slaves, does not make him a tyrant, but
rather does it give him a feeling of stronger affinity
with them, apart from that of interest, and creates in
his breast those friendly ties which every human
bosom experiences for its dependents.

The moral condition of the slave is also benefited
by his relation with his master. Every individual
is brought into an intimate connection with a better
society, and example, than is afforded him by his
own class exclusively, and the faculty of imitation,

~ which is much stronger in the negro than that of
origination, stimulates him to imitate his superior,
rather than his equal. At the same time the exer-
cise of the control of a superior intelligence over his
social intercourse, and moral deportment, are pro-
ductive of a state of morals which will compare
most favorably with that of the lower classes under
a different social organization. A respect for the
laws, and for the rights of others is thereby incul-
cated, and the religious sentiment is developed to a
degree never found in the free negro, and seldom in
‘the same relative class in other communities. Pau-
' yperism never exists among slaves, and great crimes
mare much more rare among them than among the
Xower classes in free States.
It is under this social organization, that Cuba has
=isen to that condition of material prosperity which
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“A report of the Central Board of Health of
Jamaica,” in 1852, printed by order of the Assem-
bly of that island, we make the following extracts:

“Generally speaking, the towns and villages are
straggling, and cover a large space of ground in
proportion to the number of houses. The streets are
often crooked and irregular, * * * for the most part
narrow, unpaved, flat or even concave, and without
any provision for foot passengers; too frequently they
become the receptacle for all sorts of filth and dirt.”
—Page 98.

“Yards * * * which after a rain send forth
streams of the most horrible description; numbers
of dilapidated and falling houses, useless for all
habitable purposes, ruined walls and remnants of
fences, together with unenclosed sites of pulled-down
houses, covered with filth and bush, complete the
scene of every old Jamaica township, and the outskirts
of the new.”—Page 99.

“In villages, and on small settlements, the huts or
dwellings of the laborers are composed chiefly of
mud walls, sometimes of wattles plastered with the
same. * * * Jp very few cases are they raised off
the ground, nor are they floored in any way. * * *
Ventilation, or the admission of fresh air, is almost
invariably neglected.”—Page 100.

/|
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“These small, dark, unventilated houses are fre-
quently overcrowded, especially at night; within
the small space of & few square feet, perhaps ém the
bare ground, or may be on a mattress or mat, or in
" some cases on a bed, with & whole family of eight or
nine persons of all ages, and of both' sexes, huddled
together, with the door and so-called window ‘closed ;
all clad in the same clothes which they wore through
the day, with children sleeping on mattresses often
soaked and half rotted with urine and other secre-
tions; should there accidentally be a hole or crévice,
this is immediately closed up by means of rags or
something of the kind. -The rush of odors ox
opening such a place must be experienced to-be
understood.”—Page 102.

“As regards water for domestic pnrposu, 1t is
very much to be feared that a large portion of our
poor population seldom think of that. Their persons
are never abluted save in crossing a river, or being
exposed to a heavy shower of rain.”—Page 103.

“ Among the lower classes, great errors occur in
relation to food, both as to quantity, quality, and the
period of taking their meals. * * * At night, how-
ever, they take what they term their pot; this con-
gists of a sort of soup, composed of ealt beef or pork,
(if rancid or high, it is preferred), with vegetables of
all kinds, highly seasoned, or of salt fish or corned
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fish, with plantains, yams, cocos, &c.; of this they
partake most freely, literally fulfilling the meaning
of the expression, ‘bellyful.’ The meal over, they
fall asleep, and as might be expected, are most difti-
cult to arouse.”—Page 106.

“In former times, the lower orders of the laboring
population were considered to be very abstemious.
There appears, however, to be a tendency to excess
among many of them, especially those located in
towns; their favorite drinks are those compounds
known as Anisettes, and liquors of a similar kind.”
—Page 108.

“ Among the lower classes the majority not com-
pelled by circumstances to be field-laborers, are too
lazy to move; they frequently squat down all day in
a sort of sullen apathy; they eat, and drink, and sleep
like the brute that perisheth, but all the more active
impulses of their human nature appear to be as little
excited as if thay were totally wanting.”—Page 110.

«“It is a well known fact that all the towns and

- —villages contain a large number of persons who
Tave no ostensible means of earning their livelihood ;
-the way in which they subsist is an enigma to them-
w=clves and others. Exposure to the night-air is
~very prevalent among the lower classes; under
~Various excuses they meet in numbers, frequently in
the open air, or under temporary sheds, as at the
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performance of wakes over the dead; and . also. at
their revels of john-canoeing, as it is termed, about
Christmas time ; on these or other oncasions of the
kind, they give full scope to animal enjoyment; and
at the pitch of the excitement of the prevailing pes-
sions their gestures and acts respmble more those of
demons than of human beings.”—Page 1.

« Among the lower classes of the population there
is great reason to fear that little or no advanse bas
been made in the better maxims of social life. - If &
moral feeling exists among them, it is-(notf) shown
by the calendars of our criminal courts, where the
women complain of rape, or attempt to commit
rape, and unhappily they occur inceesantly.”—Page
112.

¢ Superstitious habits have always been, and will
always be, common in a community like this, com-
posed of individuals of so many different races and
countries, many of whom openly profees heathenism.

The dark practices of Obeah and Myalism have at _

times effected a vast amount of mlschxef in this
island.”—Page 113.*

« All the efforts of their pastors to eradicate, by moral and-re-
ligious instructions, the belief in, and the dread of, this remnant of
African barbarism, have falled. The female natives of Haiti, are
adepts in the art”’—Replies of Dr Chamberlaine. Appendix to
Beport of Central Board of Health of Jamaios, &c.—Page 1568.
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“Examine the present sanitary condition of the
Island. * * * Observe well the fact that the
existing laws, meagre as they are, as relates to
sanitary matters, are daily broken, and put to open
defiance in our very towns and thoroughfares.
® # % Correct all this,"and then will immigration
prove to us a benefit; then will it be a boon to
the liberty-crippled American black, a source of
temporal and eternal advantage to the African hea-
then. Till this is done, any further attempt to induce
strangers to embark their fortunes here, can be but
to disregard the laws of God and man, and by ex-
posing the deceived to destruction; to bring down
greater judgments yet upon the authors of their ruin.”
—Page 117.

The testimony of Capt. C. B. Hamilton of the
royal navy, in 1853, before a committee of the House
of Commons, in relation to the condition of that
island, is curt and to the point. We present the
following extract:

“ Chairman.—You made use of a phrase some
time ago with respect to Jamaica having become a
desert. Will you explain to what extent you apply
that term ? .

« Capt. Hamalton—I mean that in going to plan-
Tation establishments that had evidently been once
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condition, and social degradation of the population
of Jamaica. It is from a speech delivered by the
Rev. Dr. King, of Glasgow, Scotland, at a large
meeting in Kingston, Jamaica, the very scene of his
eloquent and vivid description, where every one of
his hearers could have contradicted his statements,
had they not been in accordance with the facts.
They were not contradicted, but were reported by
David Turnbull Esq., one of the British champions
of the movement for negro emancipation, and
printed in London.

‘ Allusion has been made to the distressed condi-
tion of Jamaica, and I am sure that its distress has
not been exaggerated. You inhabit a beautiful
island. Its climate is so good, that when its advan-
tages for health shall be better known, I think your
colony must come to replace Madeira in British esti-
mation, as a desirable retreat for consumptively dis-
posed patients. Your soil is confessed to be gener-
ally excellent. The weeds of your public roads are
the ornamental plants of our green-houses and hot-
houses. Your very wilds are orchards. The grand-
eur of your mountains is qualified only by the soft
charms of their vegetation, and the bounty of nature
has transformed your rocky cliffs into hanging-gar-
dens.
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rer, the Spanish minister, “it is by ¢ units > and not
by ¢ cargoes,’ that the process of liberation will take
place, so that the proceedings will be much less
alarming in their general aspect, or in their individ-
ual amount.”
~ Previous to the arrival of General Pezuela at Ha-
vans, the discussion of the slavery question had been
sedulously prevented there, by the government cen-
sorship of the press. He entered upon the govern-
ment of the island on the 3d of December, 1853, and
on the 7th and 8th of the same month the ¢ Diario
de la Marina,” his special organ, contained elaborate
articles, in which the former policy of the govern-
ment was condemned, and the necessity of  pro-
gress was urged, and a change insisted upon,”
although the writer admitted that, “ great social
phenomena are not suppressed without creating
greater embarrassments, or at least equal difficulties
with those we aspire to eradicate.” The position
and new obligations of Spain are thus alluded to in
the articles in question ;

“ A member of the vast community of European
nations, and bound to it by a thousand ties of glory
and of interest, she could not remain unmoved by
the general torrent of thought and idea. With these
the has contracted obligations which her honor
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“emancipados.”* The unnecessary ostentation, and
-exciting language of all of these official documents,
greatly increased the alarm of the white inhabitants,
Coincident with these measures, the press announced
that what the government “had in view is to make
a transition from labor that is entirely compulsory,
to the organization of labor under a state of com-
plete freedom ;”* and the fact is officially acknowl-
edged in General Pezuela’s Circular* to the local
governors and lientenant-governors of the island. A
secret consulting circular, which soon became public,
was also issued by the government, announcing its
intention to permit the introduction of a large num-
ber of free negro apprentices from Africa.*

The excitement among the black population of -
Cuba, but more particularly in the capital, caused by
these publications, and the accompanying measures
of the government, was intense. Numbers of
negroes promenaded the streets of the city, taking
the wall from the whites, for the avowed purpose of
exhibiting their sense of their expected new civil
rights; while others, more bold, sought the prome-
nades and places of public resort, where they asser-

! Ordenanza, 1st January, 1851.

* Diario de 1a Marina, 26th December, 1853.

® Gobierno y Capitania General Circular, 23d December, 1853.
* Marquis de Pesuels, Circular, 18th January, 1854.
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denying the existence of any treaty with a foreign
nation, “the basis of which is the emancipation of
the slaves,” and styling the rumors then agitating
the public mind, “a chattering and shameful war of
letters and lies.” The same public address con-
tained the remarkable announcement, that while the
government would fulfill its duty, “the inhabitants
of Cuba have another duty, not less sacred, to attend
to—complying with the laws; it is time for it to
make the life of the creole negro more sweet than
that of the white, who, under another name, labors
to exhaustion in Europe.”

This proclamation and decree only tended to
increase and confirm the public alarm, and it was
further augmented by a knowledge of the succeed-
ing measures of the government. On the 22nd of
May, General Pezuela directed the Bishop of
Havana to suspend the law of the Church interdict-
ing the marriage of whites with blacks, which was
accordingly done by a circular to the officiating
priests, dated 29th of that month.! At the sape
time a militia of free blacks and mnulattoes was
directed to be organized?® throughout the island,
which was put upon an equal footing, with regard to
privilege, with the regular army.

38ecretaria del Obispado de 1a Habans, Circular No. §0.
% Ordensansa, 24th May, 1854
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Tmerly co-equal with, are now subject to the captain-
&eneral; and the authority of all the local organiza-
tions has been greatly reduced, so that the governor
of Cuba now holds the most completely centralized
and irresponsible power in the New World.
General Concha’s first care was to endeavor to
calm the public mind, and to reassure it of the
safety of the existing social institutions. In this he
in a great measure succeeded; but as none of the
measures instituted by General Peznela have been
rescinded ; as the black and mulatto troops have not
been disarmed, but have been made a permanent
corps of the Spanish army;' and as no arms have
been returned, or allowed to the white inhabitants,
a jealous feeling of insecurity pervades the minds of
all reflecting men in Cuba ; and the general impres-
sion is, that the new policy has only been delayed
to be renewed at a more opportune moment. Before
contemplating the possible future of the social ques-
tion in Cuba, we will present a few considerations
«apon the composition of the two unmixed races.
The black population of Cuba is composed of the
ynegroes born in the island, and a large number
which have been imported from the Gold coast, the
country around the mouth of the Congo river, and

General Order, 7th August, 1855.
4
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is found ; this must, therefore, be sought among the
imported slaves, and its effect upon their numbers
ascertained.

The proportion of females imported by the slave
traders is, as we have stated somewhere, between
1to4and 1to5. We believe we may safely assume
the ratio of 175 per 1,000 of all, an equal number
being also boys between ten and fourteen years of
age. The females imported by the slave traders are,
for obvious reasons, very nearly, or quite all, women
of the productive age, who have never borne child-
ren. This proportion of productive wemen is very
large, as will be seen by the statistics of this country.
Dr. Jarvis, in his letters to the Census Office, says,
¢ The females in Massachusetts, between twenty and
forty, in 1840, were 163 per 1,000 of all, and in
the United States 143 per 1,000.”" By the consus
of 1850 the proportion of white females between the
same ages was 148 per 1,000 of all ; and the propor-
tion of those between twenty and thirty, which
would approximate more nearly to, though still be
far from, equalling the class of females imported
among the slaves in Cuba, is only 81 per 1,000 of
all. It should also be remembered, in secking for
the law of population in Cuba, that the female

! Compendium of United States Census, p. 122, note.
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which no Cubans are admitted); Canary Islands,
19,759 ; other Antilles, 1,361 ; United States, 1,256 ;
other parts of America, 2,334 ; France, 2,066 ; Great
Britain, 605 ; other countries, 842.

The Spaniards are very nearly all office-holders
and traders, it being seldom that they purchase land
or real estate. Wielding thus the power and ready
capital of the country, their political influence is
great, while their impress upon the social character
of the community is very limited. The natives of
the Canary Islands are largely engaged in the minor
branches of agriculture, and assimilate readily with
the native whites. Many of the French are plant-
ers ; of the English, a large number are connected
with the mining interests. The great majority of
the American citizens in Cuba are machinists and
mechanics, in which class are also found large num-
bers of French and British subjects. To this fact we
trace the great contrast observed in the stato of the
mechanic arts in Cuba and in the mother country,
and the much greater advance of the former in the
adoption of mechanical appliances to labor. The
machinists, carpenters, coopers, masons, carriage-
makers, smiths, &c., of Cuba, being mostly Ameri-
cans and French, or such as have learned the trades
in their shops, the manner of labor, tools, and style
of work in Cuba, resemble ours much more than
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to this social revolution and rnin. The advance of
the emancipation theories of Europe in the Antilles,
and the gradual extinction of the white race there, is
wunmistakably indicated by the state of the British
“West Indies. There we see at a glance the true ten-
dencies and results of the application of the social
theories of Europe to the communities of America.
The details of their history show the sufferings of the
whites, and the decline of public prosperity and
social welfare;and indicate an ultimate state of bar-
barism as the social condition of the West India
Islands. These truths are acknowledged by very
competent authority in Great Britain. One of the
leading London journals lately held the following
language on this subject.’

“We have of late, as occasion served, directed the
attention of our readers to the condition of the most
valuable of our West India possessions, and have
endeavored to trace to its true source, in a vicious
and mistaken policy, the ruin which not only
impends, but has actually fallen upon those islands,
once the boast and glory of the British Crown—now
the by-word of the commercial nations of the earth.
Jamaica, by nature the richest of these dependencies,
is reduced to a state of collapse, from which recovery

1 London Morning Herald, 8th September, 1855. L
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reliance upon the blacks, and other European powers
hawe instigated and sustained her in this declaration.
Sach a war would arouse the sympathies of the
people of the United States in favor of the whites in
Cubs, to a pitch of popuiar excitement that has
never been witnessed, and no laws of neutrality or
considerations of policy, could prevent their imme-
dimte and direct interference and assistance. The
result would be the utter annihilation of the black
race in Cuba, which might lead to a war of exter-
miImnation against them in all the larger Antilles.
W ko can contemplate such a result without shud-
dexing? What philanthropy can advocate a policy
which must attain such terrible results!

INo public indications at present exist of a dispo-
8ition on the part of the powers of western Europe,
to abandon their attempts to extend over Cuba, the
theories which have ruined Jamaica and her sister
cOlonjes, Rather do they urge Spain to establish

©m g4 the surest means of preventing the advance
of the American confederacy in that direction.
Thns is the social ruin of a neighboring island, one

the contingents in the conflict between the Amer.
leag and European policies, between republicanism
aq monarchism; and in the natural course of events
ba may yet become the Crimea, and Havana the
sebﬁstopol, of the New World.
4*
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would probably be so great as to draw away their
stock, until they became free States—a far greater
gain to the North than Cuba would be to the South.
Meantimne, however, the slave party still desires
annexation; it disregards or despises its dangers, or
rather it loses sight of them in fear of what may
happen, if it does not annex. Iere we have the
true meaning of the Lone Star Lodges and Ostend
Conferences. The Americans try to make the Cuban
whites imitate them in casting off their allegiance to
the mother country, because they fear that Spain
will imitate us in compelling emancipation.”— West-
minster Review, July, 1855. Reprint, p. 97.

This is an adroit and characteristic mis-statement
of the Cuban question. Its opening assumption that
the northern and southern States of the American
Union are opposed to each other in their vital inter-
ests, is the artful insinuation of the defenders of
European policy, in their opposition to American
theories, but it is an crror of fact. However great
may be the sectional jealousies and irritation, at the
present time or in the past (for when have they
ceased to exist ), the vital interests of the North and
the South are the same. The integrity of the terri-
tory of the North, is the integrity of the territory of
the South, and when the question of the northeastern
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while the glorious achievements of our common
arms in Mexico, show only the most fraternal rivalry
to enhance the common glory. The confederacy is,
in fact, one mighty whole, and whoever will contem-
Pplate it apart from the mists of local politics, will
not fail to be impressed with this truth.

The question of the accession of Cuba to the con-

federacy is not a local question, but stands upon this
broad national ground. It is pertinent not only to-
the South, but to the East, North, and West. Is it
= question of national defence# Cuba guards all the
approaches south of Charleston to our eastern na-
tional frontier. Is it a question of the safety of our
domestic intercourse? Cuba guarantees the safety of
the routes of commerce between the Ocean and the
Ghlf of Mexico, and between the Atlantic and Pa-
<ific States. The commercial and industrial relations
©f Cuba to the United States, are also as national as
38 her geographical position. The lumbermen, the
fisheries, and the shipping of New England, have a
deep present interest in her, welfare, while the wants
of her people offer a great natural outlet to the man-
ufacturing industry of the same States, which is now
<losed to them by artificial barriers.

The miners, machinists, farmers, merchants, and

nanufacturers of the Middle States, carry on, even
Tow, vast exchanges with her productive industry.
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willing to aid the people of Cuba in an effort to
conquer the Spanish power there.

European writers, in contemplating the accession
of new countries to the A merican confederation, stu-
diously forget, or avoid the fact, that it is not some
powerful king, surrounded by courtiers and privi-
leged classes of nobility, extending his sway over
new conquests and subjugated nations; but it is the
extension of the right of self-government by the
people, and their integrity in the great arena of
freedom, gnaranteed by the jealous watchfulness of
the whole. Should the people of Cuba successfully
assert their rights, and seek admission to the Amer-
ican confederacy, there would be no conquest but
that of right over might, and of freedom over oppres-
sion.

That ¢ they may find her emancipated or deso-
lated,” that is to say, African, or a heap of moulder-
ing ashes, is apparently a bold threat; but to our
view it is only the ebullition of fear and weakness.
‘We know that neither the liberalism nor the govern-
ments of Europe have ever recognized the existence
of the people of Cuba as a body politic ; but this in
no wise affects its vitality, nor the influence which a
successful assertion of its rights may have upon itself,
or upon its relations to other powers. A people
numbering almost six hundred thousand free and
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8pain to a free people, in which the Cubans would be
included, would produce such a complete and radical
change in the disposition of her servile class, we are
Dot informed, and we cannot conceive. The relation
between master and slave is the same in Cuba and
In the United States ; and if the European writer
draws his conclusion from a supposed savage dispo-
Sition on the part of the native Africans, now in
ba, we think he judges them without a personal
bt1-<>wledge of their character, that he forgets two
®Seential points; that they were not warriors, but
™ «=re glaves in Africa, and have never known any
"®Raer condition; and that they never have been
3 posed, by community of language, and facility of
L<=em, to the bloodthirsty teachings of European
lb]lil:mt.hropy.

The econoutical anticipations of Mr. Robertson
Axaq the reviewer may, or may not be realized ; but
e can have no great confidence in the anticipations
O£ the political economy of the European philan-

opists, while we contemplate the disastrous results
"Wrhich have attended the experiment of their social
Eheories in the British West Indies. On this point
o would suggest to them a consideration of the
“W-ige observations of Baron Humboldt, addressed to
“hose who anticipated direful results from the cessa-
Eion of the slave-trade :
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Xorenzo, in 8t. Jago; and of Gen. Lopez, in 1848, in
Cienfuegos. The flight of Gen. Lopez and others to
the United States, upon the premature discovery of
their plans, first induced the patriots of Caba to look
To the people of this country for assistance ; and the
Fact that they have found sympathy and aid here, is
+the nataral result of a community of political aspira-
®ions and interests, and of the great American neces-
ity of resistance to the open and covert assaults of
Xuropean policy, upon our institutions and their
Anfluence. -

We have alluded to this stereotyped European

sstatement, and argument of the Cuban question,
“because we consider it aimed, not at the simple
‘question whether Cuba shall remain Spanish or not,
“but against the extension over new territories of
those principles of government, which are so suc-
cessfully maintained here, and of our political theo-
ries, which are viewed with so much dislike by the
advocates and defenders of European kingecraft. We
deem the question of the futare social condition and
political relations of Cuba, as not only of pressing
and vital importance to herself, but as intimately
connected with the peace and progress of our own
confederacy, and through that with the ultimate
success of the republican theory of government.

The idea that Cuba will some day belong to the
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federacy, and if the class government that rules
" Great Britain can make it a deadly hostility to us,
they are forced to do so by the very exigencies of
self-preservation. The statesmen of England know,
and so do those of America, that the race for life is
now being run by the broad and genial republican
theories of America, and the limited and partial
theories of that simulacro of freedom—European
constitutional monarchy. One or the other of these
systems must perish. If republicanism trinmphs,
ZEngland must concede the five points to her people,
=;nd seek her defence against the autocratic theories
of Europe, in a sincere friendship with America.
JXf constitutional monarchy triumphs, and this Union
As dismembered, the theory of a democratic repre-
sentative government will have failed before the
~world, and the effete theories of Europe will pass
safely through the crisis that now attends them, and
weceive new vigor from the scattered elements that
mow constitute our vitality and moral power.

It is because the aristocratic classes that govern
ZEngland are well aware of these truths, and see in
them the ultimate extinction of their class-system of
government, that Great Britain has never yet taken
“the stand of true friendship to this country. When
Impelled by intercst, for a feeling of popular sym-
yathy has never impelled her to it, they have

!
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England’s statesmen weep crocodile tears over our
misfortunes, and be sad, in mockery, at our fate.
The truth is, that England and France have not a
tithe of the fear of a war between this country and
Spain, that they have of the extension of our poli-
tical theories over Cuba, and the triumph of the
American theory—that States having different social
organizations, can exist and prosper in political
union; and of the consequent consolidation of Amer-
ican power on this continent, and of its influence
throughout the world.
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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL VIEWS.

Political Importance of the island of Cuba and port of Havana
—Their relations to cemtiguous countries—Increase of public
wealth and revenue—Description of Bay and City of Havana—
Public buildings—Streets—Public walks and grounds—Ashes
of Columbus—Palms—Vicinity of Havana—Suburbs—Projected
moat—Defences of Havana—Population—Increase—Marriages,
births, and deaths—Hospitals—Health—Markets—Hospitality—
[Nore.—Establishment of Navy yard at Havana—Don Augustin
de Arriola—List of fhips built at Havana—Abandonment of the
Navy-yard.]

Toe political importance of the island of Cuba
does not arise solely from its great extent, though it
is one half larger than Haiti, nor from the admirable
fertility of its soil, nor from its great naval resources,’
nor from the nature of its population, three-fourths
of which are freemen; but it derives a far greater

! See Note at the end of the chapter.
b
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passages to the American Mediterranean and menace
the opposite coasts, as the fleets sailing from Cadiz
may hold the dominion of the ocean near the
Columns of Hercules. The Gulf of Mexico, and the
old and new Bahama channels unite under the
meridian of Havana. The opposing flow of their
currents, and the violent atmospherical agitations
natural there, particularly at the beginning of
winter, give a peculiar character to this spot on the
northern boundary of the equinoctial zone.

The island of Cuba is not only the largest of the
Antilles (being nearly equal to England proper
without the principality of Wales), but from its long
and narrow form, its great extent of coast makes it
at once contignous with Haiti, Jamaica, Florida
(the southern State of the United States), and
Yucatan, the eastern State of Mexico. This circum-
stance is worthy of the most mature consideration,
for these countries (Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, and the
southern portions of the United States, from Louisiana
to Virginia), distant but & few days’ sail from each
other, contain nearly two millions eight hundred
thousand Africans. As St. Domingo, Florida, and
Mexico have been separated from Spain, Cuba does
not assimilate politically with the countries it
borders, although as they were for many ages subject
to the same laws, it has a sintilarity of religion,
language, and customs. ’
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but is increasing, notwiﬂlstandiné"fh'é"aﬁ‘orts of the
new government of Mexico against it; fqr of the
many vessels engaged in the contraband’ ﬁ;tﬂic with
Havana, but a small number are engaged in. 'fhe
traffic with the more distant coasts of Caraccas md

Colombia. The necessary supplies of salted meats .

(jerked beef), for the slaves in Cuba, are procured
from Buenos Ayres and the plains of Merida more

easily, and with less danger in these unquiet times,

than from Cumand, New Barcelona, or Oaraccas.

It is well known that Cuba and the Archipelago
of the Philippine Islands have for centuries drawn
from the treasury of Mexico the sums necessary for
their internal administration, and for the preserva-
tion of their fortifications, their arsenals and their
navy yards. Havana has been the naval port of
Mexico, as 1 have stated in another work,’ and
received annually (until 1808) from its treasury more
t}lan one million eight hundred thousand dollars.

1 «Tn the present state of affairs, (1803—4), the coast of Mexico Is
a military dependence of Havana, which is the only neighboring
port that affords shelter to squadrons; it is therefore the most
fmportant point in the defence of the eastern shores of Mexico. For
this reason the government has cxpended enormous sums in its forti-
fication since its capture by the English. The court of Madrid, fally
aware of its own interests, has cstablished the principle that in
order to preserve Mexico, the dominion of the island of Cuba must
be maintained.””—Humboldt. *“ Political Essay on New Spain.”
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I have been twice in Cuba, on one occasion three

months, and on the other a month and a half, and
have had the good fortune to enjoy the confidence
of persons, who from their talents and position,
either as proprietors, administrators, or merchants,
could give me reliable information regarding the ad-
vance of public prosperity. This confidence flowed
from the favor with which I was honored by the
Spanish ministry, and I trust that I also merited it
for the moderation of my principles, my circumspect
conduct, and for the pacific character of my occu-
pation. For the last thirty years the Spanish gov-
ernment has not obstructed the publication, even in
Havana, of the most interesting statistical tables
relative to the state of the commerce, colonial agri-
culture, and revenue of Cuba. I obtained copies of
these documents during’ my stay there, and the rela-
tions I have preserved with America since my return
to Europe, have afforded me the complement of the
data I had previously collected.

I visited in company with Bonpland only the vici-
mity of Havana, the beautiful valley of Giiines, and
the coast between Batabané and Trinidad. After
describing succinetly the physiczal aspect of the coun-
try, and the singular modifications of a climate so
different from that of the other Antilles, I shall speak
of the general population of the island, its arca cal-
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fifths of a mile, when, leaving on the north the Cas-
tle of San Carlos de la Caba7ia, and the village of
Casa Blanca, it opens into a large trefoil shaped bay,
the greatest width of which, from N. N. E. to 8. 8.
W. is two miles and a half. The three smaller bays
which open from it are called Guanabacoa, Guasaba-
coa, and Atares, the latter containing several springs
of fresh water. )

The city of Havana, surrounded by walls, is built

upon a promontory, extending from the Navy-yard
on the south, to the Punta fort on the north. In the
harbor, beyond the remains of some vessels that have
been sunk and the little isle of Luz, there are only
eight or ten, or, perhaps, more correctly speaking,
five or six fathoms of water. The castles Atares
and San Carlos del Principe defend the city on the
western side inland, one of them being 1,400 and
the other 2,630 yards from the wall of the city. The
intermediate space comprises the suburbs of Horcon,
Jesus Maria, and Salud, which encroach yearly upon
the Campo Marte.

The principal edifices of Havana, the Cathcdral,
the Government Ilouse, the residence of the Com-
andante of Marine, the Navy-yard, the Post-office,
and the Royal Tobacco factory, are less notable for
their beauty than for the solidity of their construc-
tion. The streets are generally narrow, and many

b*
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lately there has been a marked improveent in the
cleanliness of the streets. The houses are well ven-
tilated, and the street de los Mercaderes presents a
beautifal view. There, as in many of our older cities
in Europe, the adoption of a bad plan when laying
out the city can only be slowly remedied.

There are two good promenades; one, the Ala-
meda, inside the walls, between the theatre and the
hospice of Panla; and the other outside the walls,
running from the Punta fort to the Muralla gate.
The first was ornamented with much taste by Peru-.
ani, an Italian artist, in 1803; and the second,
known as the extra-mural paseo, is a delightfully
cool resort, and generally after sunset is filled with
carriages. Its construction was commenced by the
Marquis de la Torre, who, of all the governors sent
to Cuba, was the first to give an impulse to the im-
provement of the police and the municipal regimen of
Havana. Don Luis de las Casas, whose memory is
also held in high esteem by the inhabitants of
Havana, and the Count de Santa Clara, have both
'improved these grounds.’

The botanical garden, near Campo Marte, is Wor-

! A third beautiful paseo, with gardens, was added to these in
1836, by General Tacon; and subsequent governors have improved
the old roads and opened several new oncs around Havana ; so that
its vicinity now affords many delightful drives.
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The royal palm, one of the most majestic of its
species, give a peculiar character to the country in
the neighborhood of Havana. It is the Oreodowia
regia in my classification of American palms; its tall
trunk, slightly swelling near the middle, is from
gixty. to eighty feet high; the upper portion being
of a fresh, shining green color, forms the union and
extension of its pedicles, contrasts with the rest of
the trunk, which is of a whitish-brown, and shrunken, -
forming, as it were, two columns, one supporting the
other. The royal palm of Cuba has a beantiful pin-
natifid leaf, which shoots upward, and bends only
near its point.

The description of this palm reminds me of the
Vadgiai palm, that covers the rocks, and waves its
long leaves amid a cloud of spray, at the cataracts
of the Orinocco. Those groves of palms that gave
me such delight in the vicinity of Havana and Regla
are waning year after year, and the low-grounds which
I beheld covered with the waving bamboo, are being
drained and cultivated. Civilization advances with
rapid pace, and I am told that even in those places
yet bare of cultivation, there exists but few remains
of their former wild abundance.

winding-gheet of cambric, embroidered with gold, with a fringe of
black lace four inches decep.’’—Prescott’s Conquest of Mezico, vol.
IOL JAppcndiz, p. 469.
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does not merit the beautiful name it bears (signify-
ing HRalth); for, although the temperature of the
air is lower than in the city, the strcets might have
been wider, and better laid out.

The Spanish engincer corps has been for the last
thirty years making war upon the inhabitants of the
suburbs, complaining to the government that the
houses are too near the fortifications, and that an
enemy might hold possession of them with impunity.
But no one has sufficient firmness to raze the
suburbs and eject the inhabitants, of which there
are 28,000 in that of Salud alone. This ward has
increased largely since the great fire of 1802, for
although sheds only were at first erected, these have
since been replaced by houses.

The inhabitants of the suburbs have laid many
plans before the court by which they might be
included within the line of the fortifications of the
city, and thus obtain a confirmation of their titles to
the land which they have hitherto held only by
tacit ‘consent.

Some propose that a wide moat shall be cut from
the Chaves bridge, near the shambles, to the San
Lazaro shore. The distance is about 2550 yards,
and the harbor now terminates at the bridge of
Chaves, between the navy-yard and tho castle of
Atares, in 8 natural brook, the banks of which are
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Salud, Jesus Maria, Horcon, Cerro, San Lazaro,
Jesus del Monte, and Regla, in 1810.*

Males.  Females. Total.

Whites,......... 20,686 20,541 41,227
Free colored,....11,631 14,348 25,979
Slaves, ......... 15327 13,581 28,908
Total, 47644 48470 96,114

The land and naval forces, the monks and nuns,
and foreigners not domiciliated (transient persons),
are not included in the census of 1810. The figures
of this census have been referred to erroneously in
‘works otherwise worthy of credit, as corresponding
to the year 1817. The garrison of Havana is usually
six thousand men, and the number of foreigners
20,000, so that the population of Havana, with its
seven suburbs, doubtless at the present time (1825)
exceeds 130,000 souls. The following table shows
-the increase of Havana and its suburbs between the
years 1791 and 1810:

! The same by the official census of 1846 :—

Males, Females, Total.
Whites, ......... 89,581 80,084 70,113
Pree colored,....18,281 18,027 81,258
Slaves, ......... 14,088 13,022 26,110

Total, 66000 60588 127,488
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- We present here a statement of marriages, births,
and deaths in Havana for five years:

Marriages. Births, Deaths
1813 386 3,625 2,948
1814 390 3,470 3,622
1820 525 4,495 4,833
1821 397 4,326 4,466
1824 397 8,666 6,697

This table, which shows great fluctuations from
the unequal influx of foreigners, gives a mean pro- -
portion of births’to the population as 1 to 33.5; and
of deaths as 1 to 33.2, estimating the total popula-
tion of Havana and suburbs at 130,000 souls. Ac-
cording to recent exact estimates of the population
of- France, the proportions there are as 1 to 334, and
1to0 393 ; and for Paris from 1819 to 1823 as 1 to
28, and 1 to 31.6.

The principles upon which these calculations are
based, are so modified by circumstances in populous
cities, and these are of a nature so complicated and
variable, we cannot judge of the number of inhabit-
ants by that of births and deaths. In 1806, when
the population of the City of Mexico slightly ex-
ceeded 150,000, the number of deaths and -births
there was respectively 5,166 and 6,155, while in
Havana with 130,000 souls, the mean number is
3,900 and 3,880.
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As a general thing, it may be supposed that, with
the police improvements, the salubrity of Havana
has also improved ; but the effects of these changes
can only be really observed among the native popu-
lation, for foreigners, who go there from Europe and
North America, must suffer from the general influ-
ence of the climate, and they will continue to suffer
even though the streets were as carefully cleaned as
could be desired. The sea-shore has such an influ-
ence, that even the natives of the island who reside
in the country, far from the coast, are subject to
attacks with the yellow fever when they visit
Havana.

The markets of the city are well supplied. In
1819 a careful estimate was made of the value
of the produce brought daily to IHavana by two
thousand beasts of burden, and it was found that
the consumption of meats maize, yuca, vegeta-
bles, rum, milk, eggs, forage, and segars, amounted
annually to §4,480,000.

We passed the months of December, January and
February, making obscrvations in the vicinity of
Havana, and in the beautiful plain of Giiines. We
found in the Cuesta family, which, with that of Santa
Maria, forms one of the largest commercial houses
in America, and in the house of Count O’Reilly, the
most noble and generous hospitality. We lodged at
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convoys for the galleons and fleets from Mexico.
He urged upon the court that ships built of the
hard woods of Cuba, would be much more durable
than those built of European timber, and that they
would also be preferable, for the reason that the
timber would not splinter in battle, and conscquently
the ships were safer for the crews. His efforts were
for a long time unsuccessful, and it was not until
about 1723 the present navy-yard was established,
and ship-building permanently undertaken. For
nearly three-quarters of a century Havana was the
great nursery of the Spanish Armada, and from the
year 1724 until 1796, the following ships were built

: fhere:—

1724 SanJusn......eenvennn.... ship of the line. 50 guns.
; 1725 San Lorenso................ “ 50 «
¥ 1726 San Geronimo (&) El Retiro .. “ 50 «

“ 1726 San Antonio (a) El Triunfo........ mail ship. 16 «
1727 N.S.de Guadalupe (&) El Fuerte, ship of the line. 60 ¢
1727 Santa Barbara () la Chata.......... corvette. 22 «
1728 San Dionieio (&) El Constante, ship of the line,. 54 ¢ -
1730 ElMarte ..... . ......covuvnnnn. mail ship. 16

El Jupiter ....... . .... . 16 «
Nuestra Sefiora del Carmen . ... three-decker. 64
1731 Segundo Constante............ “ 60
1733 El Afriea ......covn covnnians “ 60 «
1734 LaEurops .......co0euieneeee .. 60 «
1735 ElAsia ............c.cc000ee. " 62 «

La Esperansa. .....ccoooveeionccces frigate. 50 “
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16 guns
San Fernando .................three-decker. 80
Sano.qnfn ..... ceescens. ese....schooner. 16 «
SanJago ......cc000enienan. .. three-decker. 60 ¢
8San Lorenso ............ ceesceane schooner. 16 «
San Antonio de Padus............. “ 16 «
SantaClara...... feeeenienes reees 10 «
Sants Ymbal............ T 10 «
SanLuis.........cooivinennnnn three-decker. 80
Santa Rosalia .......c......0.....0chooner. 16 “
San Francisco de Paula............mail-ship. 18 «
San Francisco de Paula..... ... three-decker. 70 ¢
La Santissima Trinideda...... ship of the line. 112 «
San Joeb................ [ schooner. 12 ¢
8an Josb.............. «v«+0.6hip of the line. 70 &
Nauestra Sexiors de Loreto ........ .schooner. 12
Senta Lucia ............c.00eene corvette. 26
ElCayman................ ...xebec frigate. 30
San Rafael......cocovtente ..ship of the line. 70 «
San Pedro Alcantara......... “ 62 «
San Juan Bantista. ...................brig. 12
San Francisco Xavier.................. ¢ 13 &
Santa Elens .......... tcseseecesss..Bchooner.
San Carlos.......... cesenetasnnas wmail-ship. 18 «
San Miguel ................ .ship of the line. 70 «
San Roman .................ship of the line. 60 ¢
8an Julisa................. dredging lighter.
San Salvador de Orta. ....... “
Santa Agueds ............. ceresss. frigate. 46
Santa Catalina Martir ...... ... . .. ..brig. 10 «
Santa Cecilia................ cee..o frigate. 46
Santa Matilda.........cocevvennnnn.. “ 46 «

6

121
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Forming a total of

Ships of the line .........c.euuenn... 51 3642
Frigates. ....ouiriiiniiniiiiainnnn. 16 684
Corvettes. . ...ouvneeernennineiurnenes 7. 160
Mailehips ........00 ... . 7 116
BrgS ..oovvnet o vinieeiiiien o 9 136
Schooners ......ceecveeiiiiniieiian, 14 164
Receiving ships ........covvvviennnnns. 2
Dredging * ....ooeeviieineniinnnnn. 3

“  lighters ..........c0iinnnnnn 6

114 4902

A few years since, the labors at the navy-yard of
Havapa were resumed; a machine shop was esta-
blished, and a steamer, a sloop of war, and several
smaller vessels were built; but they were again
suspended by a royal decree, and the fixed machinery
and ship-timber were taken to Cadiz. Vessels of the
station are now only repaired here. The reason
assigned for this is that ship-building in Cuba
deprives the labor of the mother country of employ-
ment.]
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Yyarticularly between Havana and Bataban§, has
“been exaggerated, and it is only since the Hydro-
graphic bureau at Madrid, the best establishment of
its kind in Europe, has published the labors of Capt.
José del Rio and Lieut. Ventura Barcaiztegui, that
its area has been calculated with any degree of
accuracy. The figure of -the Isle of Pines, and of
the southern coast between the port of Casilda and
Cape Cruz (inside of the Doce leguas cays), has been
laid down very differently in our sdveral maps.

Lindenean, in view of the publications of the Bureau
previous to 1807, had stated the area of Cuba, without
the neighboring small islands, to be 2,255 square
geographical leagnes (fifteen to a degree), and 2,318
with the islands that surround it, which is equivalent
to 4,102 square maritime leagues of twenty to the
degree. Senior Ferrer, with somewhat different data,
does not make it exceed 3,848 square maritime
leagnes. .

In order to give in this work the most exact results
possible in the present state of astronomical observa-
tions there, I have induced Sefior Bauzd, who honors
me with his friendship, and whose name has be-
come celebrated through his great and valuable
labors, to calculate the area in accordance with the
new map of the island on four sheets, which he will
soon complete. This learned geographer has acced-
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N.to 8.), is 37 leagues. The mean width of the
island between Havana and Puerto Principe, being
about four-fifths of its length, is 15 leagues.

In the most cultivated part, between Havana and
Bataband, the island is only 8} leagues across. This
proximity of the northern and southern shores at
this point makes the port of Bataban of great im-
portance both for commerce and for military defence.
Among the great islands of the globe, that of Java,
from its shape and area (4,170 square leagues), most
resembles Cuba. The coast-line of Cuba extends
520 leagues, of which 280 correspond to the southern
shore between Cape San Antonio and Cape Maysi.!

That the territorial power of Cuba, as comparing
with the rest of the Antilles, may be better seen, we

present the following table :—
Extent In sq. Population.  Pop. o sq.
leagues. league.

Cuba according to Bauza, 3,616 715,000 197
Haitl “ Lindenean, 2,450 820,000 334
Jamaioa, 460 402,000 874
sPuerto Rico, 322 225,000 691
Great Antilles, 6847 247000 813
Lesser Antilles, 940 696,000 740

Whole Archipelago, 7,187 2,843,000 365

! The Cnadro Estadistico” of 1846 states the shore-line at
573 leagues, of which 301 correspond to the south, and 272 to the
north coast.
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between Puerto Principe and Trinidad ; while more
to the west, toward Alvarez and Matanzas, the
sierras of Gavilan, Camarioca, and Madruga ap-
proach the northern shore. While travelling from
the mouth of the river Guaurabo to Trinidad, I saw
the hills of San Juan, which form peaks more than
1,900 feet high, whose slopes incline with great regh—
larity to the south. This calcareous group is seen very
clearly from Cay de Piedras. The coasts of Jagua
and Bataban are very low, and I believe there is no
hill exceeding 1,275 feet in height, except the Pan of
Guajaibon, west of the meridian of Matanzas. .
The face of the interior of the island is gently
undulating, like that of England, and is not more
than 280 to 380 feet above the level of the sea.'
The objects seen at the greatest distance, and best
known to navigators, are the “ Pan of Matanzas,”*
which is a tzancated cone like a small monument in
shape; the “ Arcos de Canasi,” which are seen
between Puerto Escondido and Jaruco, like small
segments of a circle; the “Table land of Mariel,”

1The village of Ubajay, about fifteen miles distant from Havana,
8. 250 W., is 242 feet above the sea. The summit line of Bejucal, at
the Taverna del Rey, is 305.7 feet—H.
*1,255 feet high. At sea I have found the “ Arcos de Canaar” to
be 732 feet high.—H.
6*
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the “ Maiden’s Paps,” and the “ Pan de Guajaibon.”*
This level of the limestone formation of Cuba,
declining toward the northwest, indicates the sub-
marine union of these rocks with the similar low
lands of the Bahama Islands, Florida, and Yuca-
tan.

As observation has been limited to Havana and
its immediate necighborhood, we should not be sur-
prised at the profound ignorance displayed in
relation to the geognosy of the Sierra del Cobre.
Don Francisco Ramirez, a traveller, who had been a
pupil of Proust, and was well versed in the chemical
and mineralogical sciences, informed me that the
western part of the island is granitic, and that he
had found there gneiss and primitive slate. From
these granitic formations have probably arisen the
alluvial sands mixed with gold which were worked
with so much zeal during the early years of the
conquest, to the great misfortune of the natives, and
vestiges of them are still found in the rivers of
Holguin and Escambray; these alluvial sands are
found generally in the vicinity of Villa Clara, Santi
Espiritu, Puerto Principe, Bayamo, and the Bay of

12484 fect high. Further west, on the northern coast, we have the
¢ 8ierra de loe Organos,’’ and ‘ Sierra de Rosario,’”” and on the sputhern
ooast, the ¢ Sierra de Rio Puerco.”—H.
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Nipe.* Perhaps the abundance of copper spoken of
by the oonquistadores of the sixteenth century, at
which time the Spaniards observed the natural
productions of America better than they did in
subsequent ages, i3 due to the formations of horn-
blende slate, and slate de transition, mixed with
diorite and euphotide rocks analogous to those I
found in the hills at Guanabacoa.

The central and western parts of the island contain
two formations of compact limestone; one with
sandy clay, and the other with gypsum. The first
of these presents (I will not say from its relative
age, or its superposition, which I do not know, but
from its composition and appearance) some similarity
with the formation of the Jura. It is white or of a
light yellow ochre color, brittle, sometimes conchoidal

1 This supposition of ancient riches is not unlikely, and if we
~wvonder at the small product of the gold washings in our days in
«Cuba and St. Domingo, at the same places where, in former times,
<onsiderable sums were found, we should remember that in Brazil,
®he yield of the gold washings has fallen from 6,600 kilogrammes
®o less than 595, between the years 1760 and 1820. The lumps of
&gold, several pounds in weight, which have been found in our days,
¥n Florida and the two Carolinas, demonstrate the primitive richness
«of the entire valley of the Antilles, between the island of Cuba and

“the Appalachian chain; but it is natarsl that the yield of the gold
~washings should diminish with much greater rapidity than that of the
~working of subterrauneous veins.—H.
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lsyers of “oxidized iron, mixed with silica and clay,
or with a red sandy marl lying upon the limestone.!
All this formation I shall call Giiines limestone, to
-distinguish it from another much more modern for-
mation in the hills of San Juan, near Trinidad; whose
peaks remind me of the limestone mountains of
Caripe, in the vicinity of Cumané. It contains also
great caverns near Matanzas and Jaruco. I have not
learned that any fossil bones have been found in
them. This frequency of caverns, in which the
rains accumulate and the brooks disappear, some-
times causes great disasters." I believe the gypsum
of Cuba is not found in the tertiary, but in the
secondary formations. It is worked in many places
east of Matanzas, at San Antonio de los Banos,
where it contains sulphur, and in the cays off San
Juan de los Remedios. _
‘We should not confound with this Giiines (jurassic)
limestone, sometimes porous and sometimes compact,
another formation, so modern, that we may believe
it still grows in our own time. Ispeak of the conglo-
merate limestone which I have observed in the cays
or small islands lining the ¢oast between Bataband
and the Bay of Jagua, south of the Zapata swamp,

18and and iron-sand.—H.
TAs in the case of the ruin of the old tobacoo mills of the royal

monopoly.—H.
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wlves and living polipfers, large masses of madrepore,
and other lithophite corals, enclosed in the texture
of the rock, there is reason to admit that all this
limestone rock of which the island of Cuba is in
great part comp‘osed/, is the effect of an uninterrupt-
ed operation of nature through the action of organic
productive forces and partial destruction, and which
continues in our time in the bosom of the ocean.
But this appearance of recent formation soon disap-
pears, when we leave the shore, or when wo remem-
ber the series of coral rocks which the formations of
different epochs enclose, the muschelkalk, the lime-
stone of the Jura, and the calcaire grossier of Paris.
The same coral rocks of the Punta castle are found
in the highest mountains in the interior of the coun-
try, accompanied by petrifactions of bivalve shells,
very different from those which at present exist on
_ the shores of the Antilles. Without wishing to
assign with certainty to the limestone formation of
Giiines a determinate place in the scale of forma-
tions, I entertain no doubt as to the relative antiquity
of this rock with the conglomerate limestone of the
cays, situate south of Batabané, and east of the Isle
of Pines. The globe has experienced great revolu-
tions between the epochs of these two formations,

to navigators between Jamaica and San Juan de Nicaragua, and
Rear the Island of St. Andrew.—H.
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«m side of the two arms—Guanabacoa and Guasa-
Tbacos, the entire formation is de transition. Pass-
3ng southward, we find syenite near Marimelena,
<composed in a large degree of hornblende, and in part
«decomposed with a little quartz, and a reddish white
Hfeldspar, which is sometimes crystallized. This beaun-
—tiful syenite, whose masses incline to the northwest,
alternates twice with serpentine, and the intercalated
strata of this stone is seventeen or eighteen feet thick.
Further south toward Regla and Guanabacoa,
there is no syenite, and the entire surface is covered
with serpentine, in hills from 200 to 250 feet high,
running from east to west. This rock is much
fissured, its exterior being of a bluish brown color,
covered with detritus of manganese, and the interior -
of leek or asparagns green traversed by small veins
of asbestos. It contains neither granite nor horn-
“blende, but metallized diallage is disseminated through
themass. The serpentine breaks sometimes in leaves,
sometimes in scales, and this was the first instance
of my finding metallized diallage within the tropics.
Many of the pieces of serpentine have magnetic
poles, and others have a texture so homogeneous,
and so firm a polish, that from a distance they may
“be mistaken for pitchstone, (pechstein). It is desi-
Table that these beautiful masses should be used in
the arts as is done in many places in Germany.
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there, the water of which contains a little snlphuret-
ed hydrogen and deposits oxide of iron. The baths
of Bareto are very agreeable, but their temperature
is very mearly that of, the atmosphere. The geognos-
tic constitution of that group of serpentine is worthy
of particular attention from its isolation, its veins,
its connection with the syenite, and its elevation
through formations filled with petrified shells.

A feldspar, with base of soda (compact feldspar),
forms, with diallage, the euphotide and serpentine
rocks; with hypersthene it forms hypersthenite; with
hornblende, diorite ; with augite, dolerite and basalt ;
and with granite, eclogite. These five rocks dis-
persed throughout the globe, charged with oxidized
iron and mixed with sphene, have in all probability
a similar origin. In the euphotides two formations
are easily distinguishable; one wanting hornblende,
even when it alternates with hornblende rocks (Joria
in Piedmont, Regla in Cuba), and abounding in pure
serpentine, metallized diallage, and sometimes jasper
(Tuscany, Saxony); and the other heavily charged

sarmentosa ; Ehretia havanensis; Cordia globosa ; Convolvulus
pinnatifidus; C. oalycinus; Bignonia lepidota; Lagascea mollis
Car. ; Malpighia cubensis; Triopteris lucida; Zanthoxylum; Pte-
rota; Myrtus tuberculata ; Mariscus havanensis ; Andropogon ave-
naceus Schrad. ; Olyra latifolia ; Chloris oruciata; and a large
bumber of Banisteria, whose gilded flowers adorn the scene.—See
our Florula Cube snsule, in the Nov. Genera Spec—H.
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ous texture of the limestone formations which I have
Just described, the great inclination of its strata, the
amall width of the island, the frequent absence of
txees in the plains, and the proximity of the moun-
tains, where they form an elevated chain near the
southern coast, may be considered as the principal
<sgauses of the want of rivers, and of the absence of
mmoisture which are experienced, particularly in the
~wvestern part of Cuba. In this respect Haiti, Jamaica,
sand many other of the Lesser Antilles which have
wolcanic peaks covered with woods, are much more
#ifted by nature.

The lands most celebrated for their fertility are
Those of the districts of Jagua, Trinidad, and Mariel.
“Xhe valley of Giiines owes its reputation in this
xespect entirely to its artificial irrigation by means
©f canals. Notwithstanding the absence of deep
x-ivers and the unequal fertility of the soil, the island
«<f Cuba presents on every hand a most varied and
wagreeable country from its undulating character, its
<ever-springing verdure, and the variety of its vegeta-
Tle formations. Two kinds of trees with large flexible
=and shining leaves, five species of palms (the Royal
~ypalm, or Oreodoxia regia, the Coco comun, the Coco

<crispa, the Coripha miragnama, and the C. mari-
®ima), and small bushes, ever laden with flowers,
mdorn the hills and vales. The Cecropia peltata
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against an ever clear sky, cause a precipitation of the
watery vapor from the cooled air.

Among the few rivers worthy of notice, we may cite
that of Giiines, the waters of which it was intended, in
1798, to turn into the canal for light draught naviga-
tion, that was to have crossed the island under the
meridian of Batabané; the Almendares or Chorrera,
whose waters are carried to Havana by the zanja de
Antonelli ; the Cauto, north of the city of Bayamo;
the Maximo, which rises east of Puerto Principe;
the Sagua la Grande, near Villa Clara; the Palmas,
which empties into the sea opposite to Cay Galindo;
the smaller rivers of Jaruco and Santa Cruz, between
Guanabo and Matanzas, which are navigable for some
miles from their mouths, and facilitate the embarca-
tion of sugar; the San Antonio, which, like many
others, disappears in the caverns of the limestone
rock ; the Guaurabo, west of the port of Trinidad;
and the Galafre, in the fertile Filipinas district,
emptying into the Bay of Cortés.

The southern side of the island is most abundant in
springs, where, from Jagua to Point Sabina, a dis-
tance of forty-six leagues, the country is a continuous
swamp. - The abundance of water that filtrates
through the fissures of the stratified rock is so great,
that from the hydrostatic pressure, springs are found
in the sea at some distance from the coast.
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ern department, early in the present century, and
the latter having resided several years previous to
1833, at Havana, where he was director of the
Botanic Garden. From these sources we obtain the
following information in relation to its mineral
resources.

Gold.—Dnuring the earlier years of settlement gold
washings and mines were worked by native Indians,
and Pedro Martir de Angleria, one of the most learn-
oed of the early historians of America, states that
Cuba was more rich in gold than St. Domingo. The
knowledge of the mines has been lost, though one is
said to exist near Trinidad; but small quantities of
gold are still washed out from the sands of the rivers
Damuji and Caonao, emptying into the bay of Jagua,
the Sagua la Grande and Agabama, near the Escam-
bray hills, the Saramaguacan, running into the bay:
of Nuevitas, and brooks in the vicinity of Holguin,
Bayamo and Nipe. It is said to have been found
formerly near San Juan de los Remedios.

Silver has been found in combination with copper
near Villa Clara, yielding seven and a half ounces to
the hundred pounds of ore.

Qurcksilver is said to have been extracted in
former times from the arid savannas of the Copey
hacienda, near San Juan de los Remedios.

Copper abounds through a great part of the island,

7
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success. Veins of solidified asphaltum (betun) exist in
many places. Several analyses have been made of
this substance; that of Guanabacoa, near Havana,

giving—
Volatile matter . .....oovever vovnnennnn. 63
Carbon .....ooviiiiiiiiiiiie e aaes 35
Ashes and residuum...... . .....0000000. ]
100

It burns with great flame and smoke, but cakes
very much, and leaves a light, bulky coke. Its spe-
cific gravity is 1.14. Specimens from the veins near
Guanabo were analyzed by Senor Sagra, in 1828,

giving—
Volatilematter ......... . ... .cccvveeenn 28
Carbon ......... Ceeesetesivacocecessoaes 60
Ashes and residaum, ........coc000i0eni e 12

Specific gravity, 1.18.

Marble is found in great abundance in many
places.

Loadstone exists also in large quantities.

Moulding sand, of fine quality, abounds in Nueva
Filipina.

Mineral springs are found in many parts of the
island, some of which have great renown among the
inhabitants for their sanative properties. The most
celebrated ‘are the following:
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not analyzed, but similar to the waters of Guana-
bacoa. '

Camujiro, two and a half leagues from Puerto
Principe. The water is highly charged with iron,
and being very tonic, is highly esteemed.

The waters of several streams in Cuba are reputed
to possess mineral qualities, and to produce medi-
cinal effects upon bathers.

We close this imperfect view of the geology and
mineral resources of Cuba with the following analysis

of some of the celebrated Tobacco lands, as given by
Don Ramon de 1a Sagra.
San Diego de los Baiios, two localities :—

Organic matter .............. ...., 18.40 23.20
Silies ....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e 70.80 68.20
Lime ........... cecivinennninnns 0.40 4.60
Aluming . .....ciiieiiiiiiiiieene 0.40  vestiges.
Oxideofiron.........c..ce0vuvneens 10.00 4.00

100.00 100.00

Organicmatter ........ ........... 9.60 4.60
Silica...cc.ooniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaia 86.40 90.80
Lime. ......covieeiiiiiiini e, 0.00 vestiges.
Alamina .........ccciiiiieii. ea 0.68 8.40
Oxide of from ............... e 1.92 1.20
Loss .. .. iiiiiiiiiirienianane 1.40 0.00

100.00  100.00
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tant from the equator, makes them of the greatest
importance in the study of meteorology. This science
can advance only by the determination of certain
numerical elements, which are the indispensable
basis of the laws we wish to discover. As the
appearance of vegetation on the confines of the
torrid zone and under the equator is the same, we
are accustomed vaguely to confound the climates of
the zones comprised between the 0° and 10°, and 15°
and 23° of latitude. The region of the palm, the
banana, and the arborescent grasses, extends far
beyond the tropics, but we should err in applying
the result of our observations on the limit of the
torrid zone, to the phenomena we may observe
in the plains under the equator.

It is important to establish first, in order to correct
these errors, the means of temperature for the year
and the months, as also the oscillations of the
thermometer at different stations under the parallel
of Havana; and by an exact comparison with other
places equally distant from the equator, Rio Janeiro
and Macao, for example, to demonstrate that the
great decline of temperature which has been observed
in Cuba, is owing to the descent and irruption of the
masses of cold air which flow from the temperate
zones toward the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.

The mean temperature of Havana, as shown by
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excellent observations made throngh four ysars, is
256°.7 centigrade (78°.85 Fahrenheit), being only 2°
C. (8°.6 F.) lower than that of the regions .of
America under the equator. The proximity of the
sea increases the mean temperature of the coasts, but
in the interior of the island, where the northern
winds penetrate with equal force, and where the
land has the slight elevation of 250 feet, the mean
temperature does not exceed 98° C. (78°.4 F.), which
is not greater than that of Cairo and all Lower Egypt.

The difference between the mean temperature of
the hottest month and that of the coldest is 12° C.
(21°.6 F.) in Havana, and 8° C. (14°.4 F.) in the
interior, while at Cuman, it is barely 3° C. (5°.4
F) July and Aougust, which are the hottest
months attain in Cuba a mean temperature of 28°.8
C. (83°.8 F.), and perhaps even 29°.5 C. (85°. 1F.),
as under the equator.

The coldest months are December and January;
their mean temperature is 17° C. (62°.6 F.) in the
interior of the island, and 21° C. (69°.8 F.), in
Havana, that is, from 5° C. to 8° C. (9° F.), (14°.4
F.) less than during the same months under the
equator, but yet 8° C. (5°.4 F.) higher than that of the
hottest month in Paris. .

As regards the extremes touched by the centigrade
thermometer in the shade, the same fact is observed

Lt
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near the limits of the torrid zome that characterizes
the regions nearer the equator (between 0° and 10°
of north and south latitude); a thermometer which
had been observed in Paris at 38°.4 (101° F.), does
not rise at Cumané above 33° (91°.4 F.); at Vera
Cruz it has touched 32° (89°.6 F.), but once in
thirteen years. At Havana, d{lring three years,
(1810-1812), Senior Ferrer found it to oscillate only
between 16° and 80° (61° and 86° F.). Seiior
Robredo, in his manuscript notes, which I have in
my possession, cites as a notable event that the
temperature in 1801 rose to 84°.4 (94° F.), while in
Paris, according to the interesting investigations of
Mons. Arago, the extremes of temperature between
36°.7 and 38° (97°.9 and 100°4 F.) have been
reached four times in ten years, (1793-1803.)

The great proximity of the days on which the sun
passes the zenith of those places situate near the
limit of the torrid zone, makes the heat at times
very intense upon the coast of Cuba, and in all those
places comprised between the—parallels of- 30° and
234°, not 50 much as regards entire months as for a
term of a few days. In ordinary years the thermo-
meter never rises in Angust above 28° or 30° C.
(82°.4 or 86° F.), and I have known the inhabi.
tants complain of excessive heat when it rose to 31°

0. (81°8 F)
7*
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It seldom happens in winter that the temperature
falls to 10° or 12° C. (50° to 58°.6 F.), but when the
north wind_prevails for several weeks, bringing the
cold air of Canada, ice is sometimes formed at night,
in the interior of the island, and in the plain near
Havana. From the observations of Messrs. Wells
and Wilson, we may suppose that this effect is
produced by the radiation of caloric when the
thermometer stands at 5° O. (41° F.), and even 9° O.
(48°.2 F.) above zero. This formation of a thick ice
very near the level of the sea, is more worthy the
attention of nataralists from the fact, that at
Caraccas (10° 31’ N. lat.), at an elevation of 300
feet, the temperature of the atmosphere has never
fallen below 11° C. (41°.8 F.); and that yet nearer
to the equator we have to ascend 8,900 feet to see ice
form. We also observe that between Havana and
St. Domingo, and between Batabané and Jamaica,
there is a difference of only 4° or 5° of latitude, and
yet, in St. Domingo, Jamaica, Martinique, and
Guadalupe, the minimum temperature in the plains
is from 18°.5 to 20°.5 C. (65°.3 to 68°.9 F.)

It will be interesting to compare the climate of Ha-
vana with that of Macao and Rio de Janeiro, one simi-
larly situated near the northern extreme of the torrid
zone, but on the eastern shore of Asia, and the other
near the southern limit of the torrid zone, on the
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eastern shore of America. The means of temperature
at Rio Janeiro are deduced from three thousand five
hundred observations made by Sefior Benito Sanchez
Dorta ; those of Macao from twelve hundred observa-
tions which the Abbé Richenet has kindly sent me.

Mean. Havana, Macao, Rio Janeiro,
N.lat. 28° 9. N.lat.22°1%'. 8. lat. 33° 04",

For the year, 780,26 F. 73094 F. 74030 F. ~
¢ ¢ hottest month, 83°.84 F. 83°.12 F. 80°.96 F,
% & coldest « 690,98 F. 610,88 F. 68° F.

The climate of Havana, notwithstanding the
frequent prevalence of north and northwest winds,
is warmer than either that of Macao or Rio
Janeiro. The first named of these places is some-
‘what cold, because of the west winds which prevail
along the eastern shores of the great continent. The
proximity of very broad stretches of land, covered
‘with mountains and high plains, makes the disiribu-
tion of heat through the months of the year, more
unequal at Macao and Canton, than in an island
bordered by sea-shores upon the west, and on the
north by the heated waters of the Gulf Stream. Thus
it is that at Canton and Macao the winters are much
more severe than at Havana.

The mean temperatures of December, January,
February, and March, at Canton, in 1801, were be-
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during the months of November, December, and
January, while at Havana fires are never needed.

Hail of large size frequently falls in the Asiatic coun-
tries round Canton and in Macao, while at Havana
fifteen years will pass without a single fall of hail.
In all three of these places the thermometer will some-
times stand for hours between 0° and 4° C. (32° and
89°.7F.); yet notwithstanding (which seems to me
more strange), it has never been known to snow; and
although the temperature falls so low, the banana
and the palm grow as well in the neighborhoods of
Canton, Macao, and Havana, as in the plains imme-
diately under the equator.

In the present state of the world it is an advantage
to the study of meteorology, that we can gather 8o
many numerical elements of the climates of coun-
tries sitnate almost immediately under the tropies.
The five great cities of the commercial world—Can-
ton, Macao, Calcutta, Havana, and Rio Janeiro, are
found in this position. Besides these, we have in the
Northern hemisphere, Muscat, Syene, New Santan-
der, Durango, and the Northern Sandwich Islands;
in the Southern hemisphere—Bourbon, Isle of France,
and the port of Cobija, between Copiapo and Arica,
places much frequented by Europeans, and which
present to the naturdlist the same advantages of
position as Rio Janeiro and Havana.
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of those countries is necessarily hotter than that of
Havana, for the double reason of their position upon
& western coast, and the proximity of the desert,
which reflects the heat, and scatters particles of sand
in the atmosphere.

‘We have already seen that the great declinations
of temperature in the island of Cuba are of so short
duration, that neither the banana, the sugar-cane,
nor the other productions of the torrid zone, suffer
the slightest detriment. Every one is aware how
readily plants, that have great organic vigor, sustain
momentary cold, and that the orange-trees in the
vicinity of Genoa resist snow-storms and a degree
of cold not lower than 6° or 7° O. below zero (21°.2
or 19°.4 F. above zero).

As the vegetation of Cuba presents an identity of
character with that of regions near the equator, it is
very extraordinary to find there, even in the plains,
a vegetation of the colder climates, identical with
that of the mountains of Southern Mexico. In other
works, I have called the attention of botanists to
this extraordinary phenomenon in the geography of
plants. The pine (pinus occidentalis), is not found
in the Lesser Antilles, and according to Mr. Robert
Brown, not even in Jamaica (between 173° and 18°
of latitude), notwithstanding the elevation of the

Blue Mountains in that island. Further north only
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and at some points, perhaps, even to the line of
2,860 foet.

These anomalies of position are very rare under
the torrid zone, and depend probably less on the
temperature than on the soil. In the system of the
migration of plants, we should suppose that the
pinus occidentalis of Cuba had come from Yucatan,
before the opening of the channel between Cape
Catoche and Cape San Antonio, and not, by any
means, from the United States, although the conifer-
ous plants abound there, for the species of whose
geography we are treating has not yet been found in
Florida. }

The following table exhibits the results of observa-
tions of temperature, made at Ubajay, in Cuba.

1796, 1797, 1798, 199,

January, 6CF, G64°F. 68°F 6I1°F.
. February, 72 66 69 63
March, 71 64 684 64
April, 74 68 70 68
May, 8% K 73 (]
June, 80 81 838 85
July, 82¢ 80 85 87
August, 88 - 84 82 84
September, 81 81} 80 86
Ooctober, 8 753 79% 73
November, 75 70 71 61
December, 63 67 €0 59

Moan, 703 7303 7402 7104
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Ubajay, int. Havana Oumang
of Cuba. coast. N. 1at 10° 97",
December to February....64°.4 F. 710.2 800.4
March to May ........... 710.2 790.2 830.7
June to August ... ..... 81°0.8 830.3 820.0
September to November . .740.8 780.6 820.6
Mean .......oue..... 7302 780.3 8107
Coldest months ......... 620.0 70°.0 790.2
Hottest “ .......... 830.56 830.4 8404
At Rome, N. lat, 410 53—Mean temp......... 59°F.
“ “ Hottest month...... 770.0
“ “ Coldest ¢ ....... 4203

During the last fifteen days of the year 1800, I
observed the centigrade thermometer almost con-
stantly between 10° and 15° (50° and 59° F)." At
the hacienda Rio Blanco (in Cuba), it fell in January
to 7°.5C. (45°.5 F.) In the country near- Havana,
on a hill 318 feet above the level of the sea, water
has frozen, the ice being several lines in thickness.
Sefior Robredo informed me of this fact, which
again occurred in December, 1812, after a preva-
lence of very strong northerly winds for nearly a
month.

As it snows in the flat countries of Europe, when
the thermometer is several degrees above zero,
(32°F.), it is surprising that in no part of this island,
nor even in the hills of San Juan, nor in the high
mountains of Trinidad, has it ever been known to
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jected to rapid evaporation of heat, and which was
deemed very cool, stood at 24°.4 C. (75°.9 F.), while
the medan temperature of the air was 29°.8 C.
(84°.7TF.) -

A collection of many careful observations of the
internal heat of the earth on the confines of the tor-
rid zone, would be interesting. In the caverns of
the limestone formation, near San Antonio de Beita
_ (Cuba), and in the springs of the Chorrera river, I
have found it to be between 22° and 23° C. (71°.6
and 78°4F.), and Senor Ferrer observed it at
24°4C. (75°.9F.) in a well one hundred feet deep.
These observations, which perhaps have not been
made under advantageous circumstances, show a
temperature of the earth much lower than that of
the air, which is seen to be 25°.7C. (78°.3F.) at
Havana, and 23°C. (73°.4 F.) in the interior of the
island, at an elevation of 255 feet. These resultf do
not conform with observations made at other places
in the temperate and glacial zones. Do the very
deep currents which carry the water of the poles
towards the regions of the equator, diminish the in-
ternal temperature of the earth in islands of narrow
breadth? We have treated this delicate question in
relating our experience in the caverns of Guacharo,
near Caripe. It is stated that in the wells of Kings-
ton, Jamaica, and the low lands of Guadalupe, the
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During the three years 1810-1812, when Seiior
Ferrer took the mean altitudes, the extreme varia-
tion on those days when the mercury rose or fell
most in the barometer, did not exceed thirty milli-
metres. In order to exhibit the accidental oscilla-
tions of each month, I present here the table of
observations in 1801, in the hundredth parts of an.
English inch, according to the manuscript notes of
Don Antonio Robredo.

Maximum. Minimum, Mean. Mean.
temperature.

January, 8035 2996 3024 145 R.
February, 3038 3001 3026 156

_ March, 3041 3020 8032 155
April, 30.39 3032  80.35  17.2
May, 3044 3038 3039 194
June, 30.36  30.33  30.34 222
July, 2038 2963 3022 224

August, 30.26 80.12 30.16 22.8
September, 29.18  29.82  80.12  21.0
October, 80.16 30.04 30.08 186
November, 30.18 80.09 30.12 165
December, 30.26 30.02 $0.08 121

Hurricanes are less frequent in Cuba than in St.
Domingo, Jamaica, and the Lesser Antilles situate
east and south of Cape Cruz; for we should not
confound the violent north winds with the hurricanes,
which most generally blow from the S.S.E, or the
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B.8.W. At the time 1 visited the island of Cuba, nc
burricane had occurred since the month of August,
1774, for the gale of the 3d November, 1796, was
too light to be so called.

The season when these violent and terrible move-
ments of the atmoephere occur in Cuba, during
which a farious wind prevails, varying to every
point of the compass, and frequently accompanied
by lightning and hail, is during the last of August,
the month of September, and particularly that of
October. In St. Domingo and the Qaribbean Isles,
those most feared by seamen occur during July,
August, September, and the first fifteen days of
October. Hurricanes are most frequent there in the
month of August, so that this phenomenon manifests
itself later as we proceed toward the west.

Violent southeast winds also prevail at Havana,
during the month of March. No one in the Antilles
acknowledges that the hurricanes have their regular
periods. Seventeen occurred from 1770 to 1795,
while from 1788 to 1804, none were experienced in
Martinique. In the year 1642, three occurred.

It is worthy of notice that at the two extremities
of the long cordillera of the Antilles (the S.E. and
N.W.), hurricanes are least frequent. The islands
of Tobago and Trinidad, happily, never experience
them, and in Cuba, these violent ruptures of the

-~
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atmospheric equilibrium rarely occur. When they
do happen, the destruction they cause is greater at
sea than on the land, and more upon the southern
and southeastern coast, than upon the northern and
northwestern. 1n 1527, the famous expedition of
Panfilo de Narvaez was partly destroyed by one in
the harbor of Trinidad de Cuba.

[Nore.—Since the visit of Baron Humboldt to Cuba,
in the beginning of the present century, only two
hurricanes have been experienced there. The first
of these occurred on the 4th and 5th of October,
1844. It began'about ten o’clock on the evening of
the 4th, and continued with great violence until
daylight, when the point of greatest descent of the
barometer, 28.27, was observed. From that time,
it subsided, and the torrents of rain began to cease,
but the wind continued to blow with great violence
until 10 A.M. This storm passed over all the zone
of country comprised between Bahia Honda and
Sierra Morena on the north, and Galafre and Cien-
faegos on the south side of Cuba. One hundred and
fifty-eight vessels were wrecked in the barbors and
on the coasts, and one hundred and one lives were
lost. The crops suffered severely, and 2,546 houses
were destroyed. The second hurricane occurred in
the following year, and was more destrnctive than

8
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BAIN FALLEN AT HAVANA, AND MONTHLY MEAN OF
HYGROMETER.

1811. 1813. 1818. 1814, 1815. Mean. Hygrom.
January .. 000 7.4 020 170 36 3.17 15.12
February . 000 198 054 3.08 217 194 56.08
March.... 170 315 048 290 026 170 5371
April..... 360 240 0.00 590 015 241 52.04
May..... . 206 263 655 367 310 340 51.84
June..... 1126 000 535 650 659 6594 5542
July ..... 833 275 631 842 235 6563 65634
August... 2.89 257 435 175 161 2.66 5444
September 7.27 1.61 437 640 617 475  54.60
October .. 0.90 541 892 073 871 493 5540
November 140 075 130 0.62 493 180 56.10
December 145 036 238 090 144 143 5495

Totuls .. 40.85 381.35 39.76 41.57 40.14 39.76  54.67

“ Notwithstanding the frequency of rain during
the hot season, that is during the months of July
August, and September, these months do not pre-
sent the greatest number of cloudy days. The rains
of summer, although copious, are of short duration,
and those days on which showers do not fall, are in
general perfectly cloudless. It may almost be said
that during these months no clouds are to be seen in
the atmosphere, except while the shower is falling,
while in the other months cloudy days sometimes
occur without rain. Days during which the heavens






Helds and forests of Cuba preserve their verdure; -
Rt is principally at the beginning of summer, dur
“he raipy season, that all nature there seems to

~“®xransformed to flowers.”
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CHAPTER 1V.

GEOGRAPHY.

Banks and reefs round Cuba—North coast—South coast—Territorial
divisions — Judiciary—Ecolesiastical — Politico-military — Publio
Finances—Proposed new division—Present dividing line of bish-
oprics—Number of parishes—Popular territorial divisions—First
governor—[NotE, Maritime subdivision.]

I mieaT have cited, among the causes of the low
temperature in Cuba, during the winter months, the
numerous shoals that surround the island, on which
the temperature of the sea is greatly diminished,
_partly by the polar currents which seek the abysses
of the tropical ocean, and partly by the mixing of
the surface and the deep waters on the steep sides of
the banks; but this cause of fall in the temperature
is partly compensated by that river of warm water
(the Gulf Stream), which bathes the whole extent of
the northwestern shore of Cuba, and whose rapid
flow is often delayed there by the northern and
northwestern winds.

The chain of shoals that surrounds this island, and
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which appears like a shading in our maps, is fortu-
nately broken in many places; and these interrup-
tions afford to commerce a free access to the shore.
The parts of the island which are least dangerous,
and most free from reefs, sandbanks, and rocks, are
the southeastern side, between Cape Cruz, and Cape
Maysi (72 maritime leagues), and the northwestern,
between Matanzas and Cabanas (28 leagues). On
the southeastern side, the proximity of high moun-
tains makes the shore bold; there we find the har-
bors of St. Jago de Cuba, Guantanamo, Baitiquiri,
and, doubling Cape Maysi, Baracoa. This last-named
port was the first one settled by Europeans.

The north side of the island, from Cape Mulas,
N.N.W. of Baracoa, to the port of Nuevitas, is
equally free from banks and reefs. East of Cape
Mulas, ships find excellent anchorage in the bays of
Tanamo, Cabonico, and Nipe, and, west of that
cape, in the bays of Sama, Naranjo, Padre, and
Nuevas Grandes. The uninterrupted series of cays
lining the old Bahama Channel, and extending from
Nuevitas to Point Hicacos, a distance of ninety-four
leagues, commences near the bay of Nuevas Grandes,
almost under the same meridian with the beginning
of the Buena Esperanza Banks, on the south side,
which are prolonged to the Isle of Pines.

The narrowest part of the old Bahama Channel is
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with shoals, of which the Isle of Pines is but a
part, not covered by water. The western portion is
known as the Jardines and Jardinillos—the eastern
as Cay Breton, Cays de Doce Leguas, and the bank
of Buena Esperanza. The navigation of all this
extent of southern coast is dangerous, except from
the Bay of Cochinos to the mouth of the river
Guaurabo. |

The resistance offered by the elevated land of the

Isle of Pines to the ocean currents, may be said to
favor at once the accumulation of sand and the
Jabors of the coral insect, which thrives in still and
shallow water. In this extent of one hundred and
forty-five leagues of coast, but one-seventh of it,
lying betwecn Cay de Piedras and Cay Blanco, a
Jittle west of the harbor of Casilda, presents a clear
shore with harbors; these are the roadstead of Bata-
“band, and the bays of Jagua and Casilda. East
From the latter port, toward the mouth of the river
Cauto and Cape Cruz (inside of Cay de Doce
TLeguas), the shore, which is full of springs, is very
shallow and inaccessible, and almost entirely unin-
Thabited. . '

In Cuba, as formerly in all the Spanish posses-
wions of America, we find those subdivisions of the
<country which have so puzzled modern geographers;
these are the Ecclesiastical, the Politico-Military, tha

8*
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cipe. The captain-general, who is also governor
of the department of Havana, appoints a lieute-
nant-governor for each of the several districts. The
jurisdiction of the captain-general extends also as
Corregidor to eight municipalities, being the cities
of Matanzas, Jaruco, San Felipe y Santiago, and
Santa Maria del Rosario, and the towns of Guana-
‘bacoa, Santiago de las Vegas, Giiines, and San Anto-
mio de los Bafios.
The department of Cuba comprises the district of
that name, and those of Baracoa, Holguin, and
Bayamo. The boundaries of these two departments
are not the same with those of the ecclesiastical
divisions; as, for instance, the district of Puerto
Principe, with seven parishes, was subject, in 1814,
®o the governor of Havana, and to the bishop of
5St. Jago de Cuba. In the census of 1817-20, Puerto
ZPrincipe is united, with Bayamo and Baracos, to the
<epartment of Cuba.’
‘We have only to consider the third subdivision,

* In 1827, the Politico-Military constitution was re-organized, and
&he island was divided into three depnrtments—?veetern, Central,
mmnd Eastern—with some alterations in the districts, required by the
X ncrease of population. . This subdivision continued until 1850,
~ovhen the old form of two departments was re-established—the dis-
®rict of Puerto Principe being placed under the jurisdiction of the
sxovernor of the Eastern department.
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river Cauto; and Cuba, from the Cauto to Cape
Maysi.

The dividing line of the two bishoprics runs from
the mouth of Santa Maria Creek, on the south coast,
to Point Judas, opposite Cay Romano, on the north.
During the short time that the rule of the Spanish
constitution -extended to Cuba, the ecclesiastical
division also served for that of the representative
districts of Havana and St. Jago.

The diocess of Havana contains forty parishes,
and that of St. Jago twenty-two, which, having been
established at a time when the island contained only
cattle or grazing farms, are very large, and ill-
adapted to the wants of the present population.’

The most common and popular territorial divi-
sions, with thespeople of Havana, are the Vuelta de
Arriba and the Vuelta de Abajo, lying east and west
of the meridian of Havana. The first captain-
general of the island was Don Pedro Valdez,
appointed in 1601. Sixteen governors had preceded
him, the first of whom was the famous Poblador and
Conguistador, Diego Velazques, a native of Cuellar,
in Spain,ewho was appointed by Diego Colon, at
that time admiral and governor of St. Domingo.

! Under the present ecclesiastical arrangement, the diocess of
Havana contains one hundred and sixteem, and that of St. Jago
forty-one parishes.
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[Nore.—There is now another territorial subdivi-
gion in Cuba, known as the Marine department.
The island is divided into five districts, which are
Havana, Trinidad, San Juan de los Remedios, Nue-
vitas, and St. Jago de Cuba. The head-quarters of
the Spanish naval power in America is established
at Havana.]
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CHAPTER V.

POPULATION.

Its political importance—Former census—Population in 1825
—Compared with other Antilles—Relative proportions of races
in slave countries—Reflections—Why slaves have not dimin-
ished since 1820—Proportions of free, and slaves, and of
sexes—Fears on cessation of slave trade—Why unfounded—
Distribution of population in 1811—Free colored seek the towns
—Relative density—Census of 1775—Of 1791—Their contradic-
tions—Corrections—Motion in Spanish Cortes for abolition of
slavery—Remonstrance from Cuba—Census of 1817—Is not com-
plete—Mode of estimating increase—Relative increase of classes
—Several causes of increase—Rate—Excessive between 1791 and
1810—Unequal distribution of classes—[Nore.—Census of 1827,
1841, and 1846—Reasons for distrusting that of 1846—Supposed
decrease of slaves—Its improbability—Reasons therefor—Increase

_of slaves—Annual rate of total increase—DPresent population.]

Ix the preceding chapters, we have examined the
area, geological constitution, and climate of a coun-
try opening a vast field to civilized man. That we
may duly appreciate the influence which the richest
of the Antilles, under the stimulus of great natural
elements of power, may some day exercise in the
political balance of insular America, let us compare
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Whites, 325,000
Free colored, 130.000
Slaves, 260.000

Total, 715,000?

185

Consequently, the population of Cuba at the
present time (1825), is very nearly equal to that of
all the English Antilles, and almost double that
of Jamaica. The relative proportion of the inhabi-
tants, according to” race and state of civil liberty,
ypresents the most extraordinary contrasts in those
<countries where slavery has taken great root. The
following statement shows these proportions, and
&ives rise to deep and grave reflections.

COOMPARATIVE POPULATION OF THE ANTILLES AND THE

Population.

Cubes, 715,000

- amaics, 402,000
M=nglish

antilles, 776,500
<A\ 11 the

-4 ntilles, 2,843,000

3. States, 10,525,000

UNITED STATES.

White. Free colored.
325,000 130,000

25,000 85,000
71,350 78,350

482,600 1,212,900
8,675,000 285,000

Blaves.
260,000

342,000
626,800
1,147,900
1,665,000

Ratio,
46:18: 36

6:9:85
9:10:81
17:43:40
81:3:15

* The officlal census of 1827 states the population in that year as

Follows :—

Whites, 811,061
#ree colored, 106,494
Blaves, 286,943

Total, 104487
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|ction on the part of the negroes, seems to them im-
yossible, and every change, or, concession made to a
population subject to servitude, is deemed to be
<owardice. But it is not yet too late, for the ltor-
xible catastrophe of St. Domingo happened because
of the inefficiency of the government. Such are the
Jllusions which prevail with the great mass of the
<olonists of the Antilles, and form an obstacle to im-
Jprovement in the state of the negroes in Georgia
mnd the Carolinas. The island of Cuba may free
Therself better than the other islands from the com-
amon shipwreck, for she has 455,000 freemen, while
the slaves number only 260,000; and she may pre-
Jpare gradually for the abolition of slavery, availing
Therself for this purpose, of humane and prudent
xmeasures. Do not let us forget tiat since Haiti be-
<ame emancipated, there are already in the Antilles
xmore free nogroes and mulattoes than slaves. The
~wvhites, and more particularly the free blacks, who
xmay easily make common cause- with the slaves,
X ncrease rapidly in Cuba. _ ’

The slave population of Cuba would have dimin-
Ashed with great rapidity since 1820, had it not been
For the fraudulent continuance of the slave-trade with
-Africa. If this infamous traffic should cease entirely,
through the advanee of civilization, and the energetic

~wvill of the new States of Free America, the servile
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population would diminish largely for some time,
because of the existing disproportion between the
sexes, and because many would continue to attain
their liberty. This decrease would not cease until
the relative proportion of births and deaths should
compensate even for the slaves freed.’

The whites and free colored comprise nearly two-
thirds of the entire population of the island ; and by
their increase we already perceive, in part at least,
the relative decrease of the slave population. The
The proportion of wemen to men among this class,
exclusive of the mulatto slaves, is as 1 to 4 on the
sugar estates; in the whole island itis as 1 to 1.7;
in the cities and haciendas, where the negro slaves
are servants, or hire their time from their masters, it
is as 1 to 1.4, and even (in Havana for example) as
1to1.2.

The prognostications which some too lightly make,
of a decrease in the entire population of the island
upon the actual cessation of the African slave-trade,
(not its legal cessation which occurred in 1820); of
the impossibility of continuing the cultivation of
sugar on a large scale ; of the approach of a time when
the agricultural interest of Cuba will become reduced
to the planting of coffee and tobacco, and the breed-

! See note at the end of this chapter.
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ing of cattle, are founded mpon arguments which do
not seem to me sufficiently conclusive. .

They do not take into consideration the fact, that
but one-sixth of the total number of slaves are on
the sugar plantations, many of which are not suf-
ficiently stocked with hands, and consequentfy
debilitate their slaves by frequent night-labor, while
the problem of the pro raté increase of the total
population of Cuba, when the importation of negroes
from Africa shall have ceased entirely, is based upon
elements so complicated, npon such various com-
pensations of effect upon the white, free-colored,
and slave rural population on the sugar, coffee, and
tobacco plantations; the slaves on the grazing farms,
and those who are servants, laborers, and mechanics,
in the cities, that we should not anticipate such
mournful presages, but wait until positive statistical
data have been obtained.

The spirit in which the censuses have been taken,
even the oldest, that of 1775, for example, marking
the distinctions of age, sex, race, and state of civil
liberty, is worthy of the highest praise. The means
of execution only have been wanting, for the
government has recognized how important it is for
the tranquillity of the inhabitants to know minutely
the occupation of the negroes, their numerical dis-
tribution in the sugar estates, farms, and cities. To
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remedy the evil, to prevent public calamities, and to
console the unfortunate beings who belong to an ill-
treated race, and who are feared more than is
acknowledged, it is necessary to probe the sore; for
there exists in social, a8 well as organic bodies, ,
re.parative forces, which, when well directed, may
triumph over the most inveterate evils.

In 1811, when the Ayuntamiento and the Consu-
lado estimated the total population of the island at
600,000, of which 326,000 were colored, free and
slave; the distribution of this Tnass of negroes,
between the towns and the rural districts, showed
the following results, comparing each partial num-
ber with the whole number of blacks, considered- as
a unit :

Western department. Free. Slave.  Total.

Intowns, ............. 11 114 224

In rural districts,....... 13 84 35¢
Eastern department.

In towns, ............. 11 9¢ 204

In rural districts,....... 11 10% 214

4 ek 10
It appears, from this table, which may be subject
to correction by subsequent investigations, that, in
1811, nearly three-fifths of the blacks resided in the

district of Havana, between Cape San Antonio and
Alvarez: that, in that part of the island, there were
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235 many free negroes as slaves, but that the rtotal
<olaored population of the towns, compared with that
©f the country, was as 2 to 3. On the other hand,
Xn the eastern portion of the island, from Alvarez to
&t. Jago de Cuba, the number of blacks living in
- the towns was nearly equal to that in the country.'

‘We shall see, further on, that between the years
1811 and 1825, Cuba received, through licit and
Allicit channels, 185,000 African negroes, of which
mearly 116,000 were entered at the custom-house of
“Havana, between 1811 and 1820. This recently
Emported mass has undoubtedly been distributed
mmore in the country than in the towns, and will
Jhave affected the estimated proportions which well-

! This disposition aof the free blacks to abandon the rural districts,
amnd gather in the towns, is very etriking, and worthy of careful
amstudy by social economists. The form of the latest census returns
3 n Cuba, does not enable us to institute the exact comparison here
xmade by Baron Humboldt ; bat that of 1846 shows that the city of
MElavana and suburbs, contained the following proportions of the
®Wotal population of the Western department :

White. FresCol'd. Blaves.

Havans,.....ccccev.vnnenne 20 61 n
Rest of department, ....... n 49 89

It would be interesting to know if the same tendency to abandon
®bhe rural districts exists among the free negroes of St. Domingo and
~Famaica, and, if 8o, what effect it has.upon their social and moral
<ondition.
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xmow contained in the Republic of Colombia, or in all
the archipelago of the Antilles. Yet Jamaica has
1,914,000 acres of waste land.

The most remote official census and statistics that
I could obtain, during my residence in Havana, are
those of 1774 and 1775, compiled by order of the
Marquis de la Torre, and that of 1791, by order of
Don Luis de las Casas.' Everyone is aware that
both theee were made with great negligence, and &

large part of the population was omitted. The cen-
sus of 1775, which is known as that of the Abbé
Raynal, gives the following figures:

Even under this hypothesis, the ratio of population would not be
equal to that of Ireland.—H. .

! This governor was the founder of the Patriotic Society, the
Board of Agriculture and Trade, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Orphan Asylam, the Chair of Mathematics, and several primary
schools. He intended to ameliorate the barbarous forms of criminal
law, and created the noble office of advocate for the poor. The
improvement and ornament of the city of Havana, the bailding of
the highway to Guanajay, the construction of docks, the protection
afforded to writers for the press, that they might give vigor to pub-
lic spirit, all date from his time. Don Luis de las Casas y Aragorri,
oaptain-general of Cuba (1790-1796), was born in the village of
Sopuerts, in Biscay ; he fought with great distinction in Portugal, at
Pensacols, in the Crimea, before Algiers, at Mahon, and at Gibral-
tar. He died in July, 1800, at Puerto Santa Maria, at the age of 55

ears. See the compendinms of his life by friar Juan Gonzales, and
by Don Tomas Romay.—H.
9
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1791, could not have been less than 362,700 souls.
This has been augmented, during the years between
1791 and 1804, by the number of African negroes
imported, which, according to the custom-house
returns for that period, amounted to 60,393 ; by the
immigration from Europe and 8t. Domingo (5,000);
and by the excess of births and deaths, which, in
truth, is indeed small in a country where one-fourth
or one-fifth of the entire population is condemned to
live in celibacy. The result of these three causes of
increase, was estimated at 60,000, estimating an
annual loss of seven per cent. on the newly
imported negroes; this gives approximately, for the
year 1804, a minimumn of 432,080 inhabitants.!

1] estimated this number for the year 1804, to comprise, whites,
234,000, free-colored, 90,000, slaves, 180,000. (The census of 1817
has given, whites, 290,000, free colored, 115,000, and slaves, 225,000),
I estimated the slave population, graduating the production of
sugar at from 80 to 100 arrobes for each negro on the sugar
plantations, and 82 slaves as the mean population of each planta-
tion. There were, then, 250 of these. In the seven p-rilhel’
Guanajay, Managus, Bataband, Giines, Cano, Bejucal, and Guana-
bacoa, there were found, by an exact census, 15,180 slaves on 183
sgar plantations.—(MSS. Documents, p. 134. Representation of the
Consulado of Havana, 10th July, 1799.) It is difficult to ascertain
carrectly, the ratio of the production of sugar to the number of

_negroes employed on the estates, for there are some where barely
300 negroes produces 30,000 arrobes, while on others, 800 negroes
produce only 27,000 arrobes yearly. The number of whites can be
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general and the perpetual continuance of slavery in
the colonies. These valuable documents are accom-
‘panied and sustained by the remonstrance' which
Don Francisco de Arango (one of the wisest of
statesmen, and profoundly versed in everything
relating to his country), made to the Cortes, in the
the name of the Ayuntamiento, the Consulado, and
the Patriotic Society of Havana. It is there stated
that “there is no other general census than that
which was taken (in 1791), during the wise adminis-
tration of Don Luis de las Casas, and tha; since that
time, some partial ones only have been taken in one
or other of the most populous districts.”

From this we learn, thgt the tables published in
1811, are founded on incomplete data, and on
;approximate estimates of the increase from 1791 to
that time. In the following table the division of the
island into four distriots, has been adopted, as fol-
Xows:—1st. The jurisdiction of Havana, or west-
err: part, between Cape San Antonio and Alvarez.
2d. The jurisdiction of Cuatro Villas, with its eight

1 Representation of 16th August, 1811, which was made by the
-Alferes Mayor of Havana, under direction of the Ayuntamiento,
Consulado, and Patriotic Society of that city, and laid before the
Cortes by these corporations. This representation, or remonstrance,
is contained in the Documents relative to the slave-trade, 1814, p.
1-86—H.






POPULATION. 199

total population. The free colored amount to nine-
teen per cent., which is double their proportion in
Jamaica or Martinique. As the census of 1817,
modified by the Provincial Deputation, only exhibits
115,700 free colored, and 225,000 slaves, the com-
parison proves—1st, that the free colored have been
estimated incorrectly both in 1811 and 1817; and
2d, that the mortality of the negroes is so great that,
notwithstanding the importation of more than 67,700
negroes from Africa, according to the custom-house
returns, there were in 1817 only 13,300 more slaves
than in 1811.

The decrees of the Cortes of 3d March, and 26th
July, 1813, and the necessity of ascertaining the
population, for the establishment of the electoral
juntas of the province, the partido, and the parish,
obliged the government to take a new census in
1817, which is as follow:

Oensus of 1817, exclusive of transient persons and

negroes imported during the year.
Distriets, Whités. Free oolored. Slaves,
Western Department
Havaba .................. 135,177 40,419 112,122
Matanzas ................. 10,617 1,676 9,594

Trinidad (with Santi Espirita,
Remedios, and Villa Clara) 61,864 16,411 14,497
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‘We shall not be surprised at the partial contradic-
tions found in the tables of population in America,
when we take into consideration all the difficulties
that have been encountered in the centres of Euro-
pean civilization, England and France, whenever the
great operation of a general census is attempted.
No one is ignorant, for example, of the fact, that the
population of Paris, in 1820, was 714,000, and from
the number of deaths, and supposed proportion of
births to the total population, it is believed to have
been 520,000, at the beginning of the eighteenth
century ; yet, during the administration of Mon.
Neckar, the ascertained population was one-sixth
less than this number. It is known, that, from 1801
to 1821, the population of England and Wales
increased 3,104,683, yet the registers of births and
deaths show an increase of only 2,173,416 ; and it is
impossible to attribute the difference of 931,267 to
immigration from Ireland. These examples do not
prove that we should distrust. the calculations of

x;esrly 825,000 whites, and one the best informed gentlemen of
Havans, who was well acquainted with the country, estimated them,
in 1823, at 340,000. (See On Independence of Cuba, p.17.) In
wmome parts of the island statistical tables have been formed with
great care ; in San Juan de los Remedios, and Filipinas, for exam-
ple, particularly those made by Don Joaquin Vigil y Quifiones and
Don José Aguilar, in 1819.—H. .
9






whom, unfortunately, there are only one-third of the
females requir.d by the number of males,’ decrease
more than eight per cent., annnally.

We have already seen® that in Havana and sub-
urbs, the whites increased 73 per cent., and the free
colored 171 per cent., in twenty years. Through
nearly all the eastern part of the island, the same
classes have nearly doubled in the same time. We
will here mention that the free colored multiply, in
part, through the transition from one class to the
other, and the slaves increase through the activity
of the slave-trade. At the present time, the whites
receive but little increase through immigration from’
Europe, the Oanary Islands, the Antilles, or the Con-
tinent ; this class multiplies within itself, for patents
of whéte blood are seldom granted by the tribunals to
persons of light yellow color.

According to the census of 1775, the district of
Havana, comprising six cities (the capital, Trinidad,
San Felipe y Santiago, Santa Maria del Rosario,
Jaruco, and Matanzas), six towns (Guanabacoa, Santi
Eepiritu, Villa Clara, San Antonio, San Juan de los
Remedios, and Santiago), and thirty villages and
hamlets, contained a population of 171,626 ; and in

! This applies only to those slaves employed on the sugar planta-
tlons. )
® Chapter L., p. 114,
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where, in the six partidos of San Juan de los Reme-
dios, San Augustin, San Anastasio de Cupey, San
Felipe, Santa Fé, and Sagua la Chica, there were, in
1819, in an ares of 24,651 caballerias, a total popula-
tion of 18,722, of which 9,572 were whites, 2,000
free colored, and 2,140 slaves; while, on the con-
trary, in the ten partidos of the Filipinas district, in
the same year, in & population of 13,026, there were
5,871 whites, 3,521 free colored, and 3,634 slaves.

_Zhe proportion of free colored to white wasas 1to 1.7.

[Nore.—Since the publication of the foregoing
admirable analysis by Baron Humboldt, of the pop-
ulation of Ouba, censuses have been taken in the
years 1827, 1841, and 18486, which are as follows:

CENSUS OF 1837.
Whites. Free Colored. Slaves. Total.
Departmest, Male.  Female. Male. Female, Male Female.

Western,.. 89,526 73,568 21,285 94,820 195,888 79,037 408,587
Oentral,... 53447 44,776 18,908 10,960 98,308 18,630 164,407
Bastern, .. 95,680 98,000 17481 18,758 9504 17,998 131458

Total,... 168,638 143,308 51,908 054,588 183,390 108,008 704486

OENBUS OF 1841.

Western,.. 135,070 108944 83,796 83,787 907,904 118,390 681,760
Omtral,.. 60,088 058888 15585 16,004 84989 15917 196,008
Nastern,.. 82,080 98365 TAS8 97844 39307 96,708 180,956
Total,... 397,144 191,147  T,T08 77,185 881350 150,945 1,007,004




Tepuramnt.  Yain. Feamna Maa  Pemmle Male.  Female.

Wanre, UBNE INIZ S RTN 140151 81,083 083,616

Concrai,.. WW3N 3NN ped S o ) 245 14500 196,064

Wastara, Ny | nis =1 28,435 20508 160,083
Tl WSS DS TRER 633 201011 17748 008,78

The stighrest examination leads to the belief that
there 3 wxme error in the tigures of the census of
1346 ami we sre inclined to doubt its results, for
the Rilowing reasons:

1R During the pericd between 1841 and 1846, no
great canse, ss epidemic. or emigration on a lirge
wale, exoad o cdeck the hitherto steady increase
W the dsve popalasion. and cause a decrease of
AT @ ix zumders. being nearly twenty six
per ceal. of tRe recurns of 1%41; which apparent
devresse, axi the acnihilation of former rate of
tacrease (X7 per cvni. yearly), amount together to
® Res of 47 per cent. in six years. :

Al During his pesind. the material prosperity of
the country experiencad no decrease, except the loss
of part W ot oy copssjuent upon the hurricane
of I8N

3. During the perind from 1542 to 1846, the,
church return: of christenings and interments were
o follows :



Whites. Oelered. Tetal.
Christenings,. .87,047 74,303 161,349
Interments,...51,456 57,762 109,218

Increase, . ..35,591 16,540 52,131

4th. And because, that, in addition to the reasons
adduced by Baron Humboldt, for less returns by the
people than their actnal numbers, that the taking of
a census “is always supposed by them to be not
only direful, but the precursor of new taxation ;”
capitation tax upon house servants was imposed in
1844, and a very general fear existed that it wonld
be extended to other classes.

When the writer first went to Cuba, in 1834, he
was strongly impressed with the popular supposition
there, that the slave population diminished fully
eight per cent. annually, by death, and that this loss
was only partially compensated (about three per
cent.), by the importation of negroes from Africa,
which, at that time was not supposed to reach
twelve thousand a year. At this period, the mean
annual export of sugar was 550,000 boxes, and of
coffee, 830,000 bags (the two great staples), aud the
mean annual value of imports was $17,000,000, and
of exports, $14,000,000, according to the official
valuations. During the seventeen years of our
residence there, the annual export of sugar steadily
increased until it exceeded 1,500,000 boxes; that of

-~






ducting the sugar plantations, and & greater equaliza-
tion of sexes upon them. In no other way can we
account for the rapid increase in the material pros-
perity of Cuba, an increase that is only surpassed by
that of our own United States.

In estimating, therefore, the present population of
Cuba, we shall adopt the rate of increase exhibited
by the two censuses of 1827 and 1841. The first may
be considered the minimum of population at that
time, it being less than the well-reasoned estimate
of Baron Humboldt for the year 1825: and although
the second was perhaps taken with greater care, we
know of no reason why it should not be held also as
the minimum expression of the population. It was,
at the time of publication, charged by well-informed
writers, with understating numbers.

The annual rate per cent. of increase in the several
classes of population, as indicated by the various
<ensuses, is somewhat fluctuating, and is as follows:

‘White. Free colored. Slaves.
1774 to 1792,....2.7 42 5

1792 « 1817,....81 44 5.4
1817 « 1827,....21 068 - 44
1827 « 1841,....25 81 8.7

The latter rate of inérease would give to Cuba, at
the close of the year 1855,
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Whites,... ..564,693, being 39 per oent.
Free colored,.219,170, « 15 « «
Slaves,...... 662,699, « 46 ¢« «

Total,. ...1,446,463

This does not seem excessive, when we take into
consideration her vast consumption of foreign pro-
ducts, and the great value of the staples she pours
into the lap of commerce,]



SLAVERY. 211

OHAPTER VI.

SLAVERY.

Manumission frequent in Cuba—Its canses—Slaves allowed to hire
their time. [Nore—Usual wages—Number of working days—
Slaves may parchase their freedom by partial payments—Many
remain partially redeemed — Reason —Curious phase of negro
mind.] Position of free negroes—Mild laws—Slaves previous to
the Eighteenth century—Religious scruples regarding females—
Population of Sugar plantations—Projects for increasing slaves
—Don Francisco de Arango—Desire to ameliorate their condition
—First importation—Eatire importation to America in sixteenth
centary—Slaves in Cuba in 1763—Activity of trade at the close
of the eighteenth centary—Treaty with England. [Nore—Total
number imported.] Compared with Jamaica — Other English
colonies (note)—Humane resalt in Caba—Mortality of slaves—
Has diminished—Of newly imported negroes—Means to prevent
decrease—Abholition of slave-trade. [Nore—Not effective—Baron
Humboldt’s sketch of slavery in Cuba—Decrease of slaves a fal-
lacy—Increase only paralleled in United States—Their well-being
evident—Chinese imported—Injurious inflaence and evil results.

IN no part of the world, where slavery exists, is
manumission 8o frequent as in the island of Cuba;
for Sp;nish legislation, directly the reverse of French
and English, favors in an extraordinary degree the
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The position of the free negroes in Cuba is much
better than it is elsewhere, even among those nations
which have for ages flattered themselves as being
most advanced in civilization. We find there no
such barbarous laws as have been invoked, even in
our own days, by which free negroes are prohibited
from receiving donations from the whites, and can be
deprived of their liberty, and sold for the benefit of
the State, should they be convicted of affording an
asylum to escaped slaves.'

Until the closing years of the eighteenth century,
the number of slaves on the sugar plantations in Cuba
was extremely small, and what most surprises us is,
that a prejudice founded on * religious scruples,” op-
posed the introduction there of females (they costing
in Havana one-third less than males), thus forcing

selves excepting the sum of $50 or $100; and on this pay a rent to
the master for the rest of their lives, no matter how much wealth
they may acquire. A careful study of individual reasons, among
the blacks in Cuba, for adopting this course, might perhaps develop
some unobserved peculiarities of the negro mind. It may sometimes
arise from ties of affection, sometimes from interests, and it may be
found to result, in some cases, from an intuitive desire, or an idiosyn-
crasy on the part of the negro to have some immediate and tangible
saperior, to whose opinion he can look with respect, and from whom
he can claim protection in calamity.

! Decision of the Supreme Council of Martinique of 4th July,
1720.—* Decree of 1st March, 1766, § 7.—H.

—rE
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*  bave seriously entertained projects for increasing the

slave population, independent of the fluctaations of
the slave-trade. Don Francisco de Arango, whose
labors have always been pure and judicious, pro-
posed the imposition of a tax upon those plantations
which did not contain one-third females among their
slaves. He also proposed the imposition of a duty
of six dollars upon each male negro imported from
Africa. Although these measures were not adopted,
for the colonial juntas always refused to adopt coer-
cive measures, yet, from that time, there has arisen a
desire to increase the number of marriages, and to
take better care of the children of the slaves; and a
xoyal order (22 -April, 1804) recommends this policy
to ““the sense of right, and the humanity of the
©olonists.”

The census of 1817 gave, according to Poinsett,
860,322 female, and 106,521 male slaves. In 1771,
the proportion of female to male slaves was 1 to 1.9;
80 that, in forty years, it had altered very slightly, it
being, in 1817, 1 to 1.7. The small amount of this
change must be attributed to the large number of
African negroes imported subsequently to 1791, and
to the fact that the importation of females has been
large, only during the yeard between 1617 and 1820:
the slaves retained as servants in the cities are only
a small fraction of the total number. In the district

or Batabang, which contained in 1818 a populatien
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visited Havana, exchanging slaves for tobacco. The
possession of the island by the English stimulated
‘somewhat the importation of negroes; yet, in 1763,
although the capture of Havana, and the presence
of foreigners, created new wants, the number of
slaves did not exceed 25,000 in that distn'ct, and
82,000 in the whole island.

The number of Africans imported from 1521 to
1763, was probably 60,000, whose descendants exist
among the free mulattoes, the greater part of which
inhabit the eastern part of the island. From 1763 to
1790, when the trade in negroes was thrown open,
Havana received 24,875 (by the Tobacco Company
4,957 from 1763 to 1766 ; by the contract with the
Marquis de Casa Enrile, 14,132, from 1773 to 1’779;
by the contract with Baker and Dawson, 5,786, from
1786 to 1789). If we estimate the importation of
slaves in the eastern part of the island, during these
twenty-seven years (1763 to 1790), at 6,000, we have
a total importation of 90,875 from the time of the
discovery of Cuba, or more properly speaking, from
1521 to 1790. )

The activity of the slave-trade in the fifteen ycars
following 1790, was so great, that more slaves were
bought and sold in that time, than in the two and a
half centuries that preceded its being thrown open.
This activity was redoubled when England stipulated

10
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with Spain, that the trade should be suppressed
north of the equator from the 22d November, 1817,
and totally abolished on the 30th May 1820. The
King of Spain accepted from England (a fact which
posterity will hardly believe), the sum of four han-
dred tBousand pounds sterling, in compensation for
the damages and loss which might arise from the
cessation of this barbarous traflic.
The following statement exhibits the number of

African negroes imported in Havana alone, according
to the custon-house returns.

1790. ...2,534 1806. ...4.395
1791... 8498 1807....2.565
1792, ...5,528 1808 ...1.607
1793....3,777 1809....1.162
1794....4,164 1810 ...6,672
1795....5.832 1611 ...6,349
1796. ...5,711 1812....6,081
1797. .. .4,552 1813....4,770
1798. . ..2,001 1814, ...4,321
1799 ...4,919 1815....9,111
1800....4,145 1816...17,787
1201. .,.1.659 1817*.. 25,841
1802...13,832 1818...19,902
1803....9,671 1819...17,194
1804. .. 8.923 1820. ...4,122
1805. . ..4,999 S

Total, in 31 years,....225,574

!Other MS. notes in my possession state the number for 1817, at
23.560 slaves.—H.
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The mean annual number during this interval is
4,470, and 11,542 for the last ten years. This should
be increased at least one-fourth, partly, because of
the illicit importations, and omissions in the returns,
and partly for the licit importations at Trinidad
and St. Jago; so that we have for the whole island,

From 1521 to 1763... . .. 60,000
“ 1764 « 1790.....33,409

In Havana alone,

From 1791 to 1805.. . ...91.211
“ 1806 « 1820.....131,829
! 316,440

Increase by the illicit trade and
by the importations in the eastern
Jart of the island, from 1791 to 1820,.. ... 56,000

[Nore.—In order to present in one continuous
view the number of negroes carried to Cuba up to
the latest returns accessible to us, we continue here
the calculation by Baron Humboldt. From the
Teports of the British commissioners at Havana, we
learn the following particulars, in relation to the
trade subsequently to its suppression in 1820, by the
treaty with England.

In 1821, twenty-six vessels arrived, bringing 6,415
slaves; and Mr. Jameson, one of the commissioners,
states that to this amount one-half should be added
for importations not ascertained by the commie-
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The importations from 1838 to 1858, according to
the returns laid before the British House of Com-
mons, were as follows:

- 1888.......... 10,495 1846.......... 419
18%9...... .... 10,99 1847.......... 1,450
1840.......... 10,104 1848 ......... 1,500
1841.......... 8,808 1849.......... 8,700
1843.... .. . 8,630 1850.......... 3,500
1848.......... 8000 1861 ......... 5,000
1844...... . 10,000 1853.......... 7,994
1845.......... 1,300 30June,’58.......... 7,329

99,239

‘We may, therefore, estimate the total number of
negroes imported into Cuba from the coast of Africa,
as follows :

To 1820 according to Baron Humboldt, .... 872,449
1821 “ ¢ Mr, Jameson, ....... 10,000
1822 to 1828........0000ucvunrnne. 40,5600

1829 to 1837...... cererecesnsesesass 121,920
1838 to 30 June, 1858................. 99,239
644,108) !

! While these pages were going through the press, we received
from the British Foreign Office, through the kind attention of Hon.
John Appleton, secretary to the legation of the United States at
London, a copy of a parliamentary retarn to the British House of
Commons, ordered to be printed on the 11th of April 1845, accord-
ing to which, the importations of ahvealnSpmll!a territory in
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for it contains 130,000 free colored, while Jamaic:
has only 35,000, with a population of one-hal
greater. Cuba has received from Africa,

Previousto 1791 ............. 93,500
From 1791 to 1825, at least .... 320,000
413,500

In 1825, in consequence of the small number o
females brought by the traders, there existed in th
island only,

Negroes, free and slave ....... 320,000
Mulatioes ................... 70,000
390,000

A similar calculation was sent to the Cortes of
Spain, on the 20 July 1811, based upon numerica
elements differing slightly from these, in whichyi
was endeavored to prove that the island of Cuba ha
received up to 1810, less than 229,000 Africa
negroes,’ which are represented, in 1811, by a slav

! According to a note published by the Consulado of Havan
(Papal Periodico, 1801, p. 12), it is estimated that the average col
of the 15,647 Afriean negroes, imported from 1797 to 1800, we
$375, each. At this rate, the 307,000 imported from 1790 {
1823, will have cost the inhabitants of the island the sum o
$115,125,000.—H.
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account of the results of this wunfortunate trade /”
I respect the sentiments that have dictated these
lines, and will again repeat, that if we compare.
Cuba with Jamaica, the results appear in favor -of
the Spanish legislation, and the customs of the inha-
bitants of Cuba. These comparisons demonstrate a
state of affairs in the latter island infinitely more
favorable to the physical preservation and manumis-
sion of the negroes; but what a sorrowful spectacle
is presented by Christian and civilized nations dis-
puting which of the two, in three centuries, has
destroyed the least number of Africans, by reducing
them to slavery!

I will not praise the treatment of the negroes in
the southern portion of the United States,’ but
certain it is, that different degrees exist in the
sufferings of the human species. The slave who has

. a cabin and a family, is not so unhappy as he who is
folded as if he were one of a flock of sheep. The
- greater the number of slaves established with their

18¢e “Negro slavery in the United States of .America and
Jamaica,” 1823, p. 81, as to the comparative state of misery
between the slaves of the Antilles, and thome of the United States.
In 1823 Jamaica had 170,466 males, and 171,916 females; the
United States, in 1820, had 788,020 males, and 750,100 females. It .
is not, therefore, the disproportion betwcen the sexes that causes the
absence of natural increase in the Antilles.—H.

10%
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in 1795, and the other in 1800," very nearly their
present population, without any necessity of loading
400,000 negroes with chains, in Africa, and dragging
them to Port Royal or Havana.

The mortality of the negroes varies greatly in
Cuba, according to the kind of labor, the humanity
of the masters or overseers, and the number of
women employed in taking care of the sick. I have

Gallatin thinks that the United States, which, at the close of 1828,
had a population of 1,665,000 slaves, and 250,000 free colored, being
a total of 1,915,000 blacks and mulattoes, never received from the
coast ofAfrica over 300,000 negroes, that is to say, 1,183,000 less
than those received from 1680 to 1786, by the English Antilles, the
black and mulatto population of which, now barely exceeds one-third
part of that of the United States.—H.

Mr. Carey, of Pennsylvanis, in his work on the slave-irade, says,
“the trade in negro slaves to the American colonies was too small
to attract attention.” After a close argument from the ratio of
increase since the first census, Mr. C. is enabled to recur back, and
compute the population at earlier periods, separating the native
born from importations. Setting out with the fact that the slaves
(blacks), nambered 55,850 in 1714, he finds that there were broughs,
of these,

From Africs, ....ccoooieininarnenccncones 80,000
Importation from 1715 to 1750............90,000
“ “ 1751 ¢ 1760............ 85,000
“ 1761  1770...00uunneen 74,000
“ “ 17T “ 1790, .00eeeeenes 84,000
“ “ 1790  1808............7T0,000

Total nu.mbnlmpomd..............mmo
Compend. of Census of U. States, 1850, p. 83, note.
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the plantations. In the hot months, the mortality
during the sale is sometimes four per cent., as was
the case in 1802.

An increase in the number of female slaves, so
useful in the care of their husbands and their sick
companions; their relief from labor during preg-
nancy; greater attention to their children; the estab-
lishment of the slaves by families in separate cabins;
an abundance of food ; an increase in the number of
days of rest; and the introduction of a system of
moderate labor for their own account, are the most
powerful and the only means to prevent the diminu-
tion in numbers of the blacks. Some persons who
are well informed as to the old system on the plan-
tations, believe that in the present state of things,
the number of_ slaves would diminish five per cent.
annually if the contraband traffic should entirely
cease. This diminution is nearly equal to that of
the English Lesser Antilles, except Santa Lucia and
Granada. These last, forewarned by the discussions
in Parliament, took measures to increase the import-
ation of females. The abolition of the African slave-
trade in Cuba has been more prompt and more
unexpected '

[Nore.—The illustrious author’s anticipations in
regard to the cessation of the African slave-trade in
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dition of physical well-being, and that a decrease
denotes a condition of physical suffering, the situa-
tion of the negro in Cuba must be vastly superior
to that of his own race in the free islands. That
his moral condition exhibits the same result we be-
lieve will be admitted by every impartial traveller
in the two countries.

Another element has been introduced in the popu-
lation of Cuba, by the importation of several thon-
sands of Chinese, who are contracted to labor on the
sugar estates for a period of years, at prices far
below the usnal value of labor in the island. The
class of persons contracted with is usually the
lowest of the low in the crowded sea-ports of China.
No females are brought, and they are thus forced to
amalgamate with the slave population, to whom they
bring neither honest principles nor good morals. No
one who for a moment contemplates the inevitable
consequences of this resort of English philanthropy
to remedy its social errors, can doubt its results;
the amalgamation of unequal and dissonant races of
men in their most degraded condition, can only be
productive of the greatest moral and social evils to
the community upon which it is forced.]
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the descendants of the Indians who have disappeared
among the mesticos and sambos (crossings of Indians
with whites and blacks), but this consoling fact does
not present itself in contemplating the Antilles.
Such was the state of society there, at the beginning
of the sixteenth century, that the colonists did not
mix with the natives, as do the English in Canada,
except in rare instances. :

The Indians of Cuba have disappeared like the
Guanches of the Oanary Islands, although in Guana-
bacos, and in Teneriffe, within forty years, we have
seen some fallacious pretences renewed, by which
many families drew small pensions from the govern-
ment, under the pretext that Indian, or Guanche
blood circulated in their veins. . No means now
exist to arrive at a knowledge of the population of
Cuba, or Haiti, in the time of Columbus; but how
can we admit what some, in other respects judicious
historians, state, that when the island of Cuba was
conquered in 1511, it contained a million inhabi-
tants, of whom 14,000 only remained in 1517¢% The
statistical information which we find in the writings
of the bishop of Chidpa (Las Casas), is filled with
contradictions, and if it be true that the good Domi-
nican friar, Luis Bertram (who was persecuted by
the grantees, as the Methodists in our days are by
some English planters), predicted, on his return to
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causes to have been, the cruelty of the conquerors,
the brutality of the governors, the too severe labors
of the gold washings, the ravages of the small pox,
and the freqn‘ency of suicide, we can hardly con-
ceive how, in thirty or forty years, I will not say a
million, but even three or four hundred thousand
Indians could become entirely extinct. The war
with the cacique Hatuey was of short -duration,
and confined entirely to the eastern part of the
island. Few complaints were made against the
administration of the first two Spanisli governors,
Diego Velasquez and Pedro de Barba. The oppres-
sion of the natives began in the year 1539, with the
arrival of the cruel Hernando de Soto.' Supposing
Gomara to be correct in stating that there were no
JXndians fifteen years later, when Diego de Majarie-
&£os was governor (1554-1564), we must suppose
that those who escaped to Florida in their pirogues,

3 The researches of Don Juan Bantista de Mufnoz, in the archives
©f Seville, have shown that cruelty to the Indians began very soon
avfter the conquest. The revolting atrocities committed by Vasco
Xrorcalls, in 1521, are cited by Sagra, and as early as 1534, the
Cuaban officials, in their letters to the emperor, asked for 7,000
M egroes, that they might become inured to labor before the Indians
Ceased to exist.” The mania of suicide to escape the labor imposed

upon them,lwas common among the Indians long before the time of
Flernando de Soto.—(See Sagra, Historia Fisica, Politica y Vatural,
Yarge 8vo. Apend. pp. 8-26.)
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Indians to have been much greater than that of
negro slaves, purchased at high prices.!

In studying the history of Cuba, we perceive that
the movement of colonization has been from east to
west, and that there, as in all the Spanish colonies,
the regions first settled are those which are now least
populous. The first settlement of the whites occur-
red in 1511, when the Poblador y Conguistador
Velasquez, under orders from Don Diego Columbus,
landed at Puerto de las Palmas, near Cape Maysi,
then called Alpha and Omegs, and subjugated the
Cacique Hatuey, who had fled from Haiti to the
eastern part of Cuba, where he became the chief of
a confederation of several smaller native princes.
In 1512 the city of Baracoa was founded, and soon
afterwards St. Jago de Cuba (1514), Bayamo, Trini-
dad, Santi Espiritn, and Havana. The latter city
was founded in 1515, on the southern coast of the

island, in the partido of Giiines, and four years later,
~wvas transferred to the Puerto de Carenas, the posi-
tion of which, near the entrance of the two Bahama
<hannels (the old and the new), seemed much more
Tavorable for commerce than the coast southeast of

~ Batabané.

! Thus in the Spanish version, and in the original French. It is
manifestly an arithmetioal error.
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67; while in the districts of the Vuelta ds Abajo,
where tobacco is grown, it is found to be as 62 :
24:14; and in the grazing districts even, as 66 :
20:14. From these calculations, it would seem
that where slavery exists, the proportion of free
persons diminishes as population and refinement
advance. ‘

[Nore.—The relative proportions of class in the
several districts here cited by Baron Humboldt, are
stated as follows, in tho censuses of 1841 and 1846 :

1841. . 1846,
——— ——

‘Western department,.. 39 : 10 : 51 46 : 12 : 43
Sugar districy,........ 39: 6:55 34: 5:61
Tobacco district,...... 67 : 12 : 31 54 :16 : 30
Grazing do. ...... 59 :15:26 57 :18 :25

By this table, we perceive that the law of pro-
portion exhibits nearly the same relative numbers
stated by Baron Humboldt, and that the relative
proportions have slightly changed, with the increased
‘wealth of the island. We have elsewhere statgd our
want of confidence in the returns of 1846, and the
above table indicates where they may err in their
stated decrease of the slave population. While this
has not decreased in the sugar, tobacco, or grazing
districts, the returns for the whole department show
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vicinity of Puerto Principe is nothing more than
vast plains, where half wild cattle are pastured. The
proprietors, says a modern traveller, are only assidu-
ous to put in their chests the money brought by
the overseers from their cattle-farms, from whence
they bring it forth only for the purposes of play, or
to carry on law-suits which have been handed down
from generation to generation.

[Nore.—Amid the general prosperity of Cuba, this
district now presents the anomaly of a constantly
decreasing population, the returns of the last three
censuses being as follows:—

Whites. Pree colored. Blaves.
1827....... 39,375 6911........15,704
1841... .30,104 7,599........ 13.383
1846. ..... 23,006 7,403........ 10,827

‘We have never been able to obtain a salisfactory
explanation of this fact; perhaps it may arise from
the low ratio of profit from the grazing farms, when
compared with other branches of labor, and the
want of roads and means of communication in the
_ district, which have combined to cause the popula-
tion to remove to more favored localities. The
recent completion of a railroad from the city of
Principe to the port of Nuevitas, and a newly-
awakened spirit of enterprise among the landed

1
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the population with that of the least populous
portions of France and Spain. As the true ares
of the island was not then ascertained, these cal-
culations have been inexact. We have already -
seen that the whole island has nearly two hundred
inhabitants to the square league (in 1825); this is
one-fourth less than Cuenca, the least populous pro-
vince of Spain, and four times less than the higher
Alpes, the least populous department of France.*

! Estimating the present population of Cuba by the pro ratd of
increase shown by the censuses of 1827 and 1841, the number and
density of inhabitants at the close of 1855 is approximately es
follows :—

Department. Population.  Ares, S8quare Miles.  Density.

Western.......... 966,000 8,017 130
Oentral .......... 930,000 14,898 16
Bastern.......... 260,000 11,968 2

Total. ........ 1,446,000 84,388 Py

Making the present density about 378 inhabitants to the square
league. The density of the Western department approximates very
nearly to that of Massachusetts ; that of the Central department to
Georgia; and that of the Eastern to Tennessee, as exhibited by
the census of 1850. The number of inhabitants to the square mile
in the principal countries of Europe, is as follows :—

Belgium, .......... 888 Prussis, . .... 151
Englang, .......... 823 Austria, . .... 143
Holland, .......... 859 Denmark,....108
France, ..........178 Portugal, ..., 9%
Bwitserland, ...... 160 Spain, ..eee.. T8
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1,600 or 1,800 caballerias of uncultivated land, are
gradually disappearing ; and, if the new settlements
at Guantanamo and Nuevitas have not experienced
the rapid growth which had been anticipated,
others, as for instance that of Guanajay, have been
very prosperous. (Hopediente de Don Framncisco de
Arango, 1798, MSS.) In the preceding pages, I have
stated with what facility the population of Cuba may
increase in future years. Being myself a native of
the cold North, that partakes in a small degree of
Nature’s bounty, I remember that the mark of
Bradenburg, which is in a great degree sandy,
maintains, thanks to an administration favorable to
agriculture and industry, a population twice greater
than that of Cuba, on an area three times smaller
than hers. :

The unequal distribution of the population, the
want of inhabitants on a great part of the coasts,
together with- the great extent of these, make the
military defence of the island an impossibility ; for,
neither the contraband trade, nor the debarcation of
an enemy can be prevented. Havana is, undoubt-
edly, a strongly fortified place, its works rivalling

great seat of the sugar culture, and are both populous and prosper-
ous. They are intimately connected with Havana, and with the
ports of Matanzas and Cardenas, by a well-devised system of rail-
way.
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interval of time elapsed from the peace of the Ver-
sailles to the revolution of St. Domingo, Havana has
seemed ten times nearer to Spain than Mexico, Car-
accas, or New Granada. During my residence in
the colonies, fifteen years later, this apparent inequa-
lity had already become greatly diminished. At the
present time, when the independence of the-conti-
nental colonies, the importation of the products of
foreign industry, and the outflow of the coinage of
the new States, have increased the intercourse
between Europe and America; when distance is so
much diminished by improvements in navigation,
and the inhabitants of Mexico, Colombia, and Gua-
temala, rival each other in visiting Europe, the
greater part of the old colonies of Spain, at least
those washed by the Atlantic, seem also to be much
nearer to our continent. ’
Such are the changes produced in a few years,
and which are extending in an extraordinary degree,
by the diffusion of knowledge, and by an activity
which had been long repressed, that the contrasts of
manners and civilization, which I had observed in
the beginning of the present century, in Caraccas,
Bogotd, Quito, Lima, Mexico, and Habana, have
become less apparent. The influence of the original
Basques, - Catalans, Gallegos, and Andalusians is
daily becoming less; and at this time it would be,
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Dominican monastery ;' the chair of Political Econ-
omy, established in 1818, of Agricultural Botany,
_ the School of Descriptive Anatomy and Museum,
due to the enlightened zeal of Don Al¢jandro
Ramirez, the public Library, the Free School of
Drawing and Painting, the Nautical Academy, the
Lancasterian schools, and the Botanic¢al Garden, are
noble institutions, partly new and partly old, some
of which are susceptible and worthy of improvement,
and others need a complete reform to bring them into
harmony with the wants of society and the spirit of

" the age.

1 The clergy of Cube is neither numerous nor rich, excepting the
bishop of Havana, and the archbishop of Cuba; the first has
$110,000, and the latter $40,000 annual income.* The pre-
bendaries have $3,000 a year. The number of ecclesiastics does
not exceed 1,100, as appears by the official census which I pos-
sess.—H.

©This has been greatly diminished by the expropriation of the church property.

11*
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Europe, to cultivate the principal articles necessary
for the sustenance of man. This system of agricul-
* tural life among the people, is the most natural, and
is that which inspires society with the greatest con-
fidence, and it has been preserved in Mexico, Peru,
and the temperate and cold regions of Cundina-
marca, where the power of the whites has extended
over a vast expanse of country. Several alimentary
plants, as the plantain, yuca, maize, the cereals of
Europe, and the potato, have been, at different
elevations above the level of the sea, the basis of
.continental agriculture within the tropics. Indigo,
cotton, coffee, and the sugar-cane, are found only in
scattered groups in those countries.

The same was the case in Cuba, and the other
islands of the Antilles, for two and a half centuries.
The same plants which had served to maintain the
halfsavage Indian, were cultivated there, and the
vast plains of the larger islands were filled with
nnmerous herds of cattle. In 1520 Pedro de Atienza
planted the first sugar-cane in St. Domingo, and rude
cylinder presses, moved by water-power, are still
constructed there. Cuba participated very slightly
in this new industry, and it is most singular that the
historians of the conquest, at as late a period as
1553, do not speak of any other export of sugar to
Spain and Peru, than that of Mexico. Havana, far
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1796,. .. .120,374 Boxea. 1804,....193,955 Boxes
1797,....118,066 1805,....174,544 ©
1798,....134872 “ 1806, ...156,510 &
1799,....165,603 1807,....181,272 «
1800,....142,007 1808, . . ..125,875
1801,....159,841 ¢ 1809,. .. .238,842
1802,....204,404 © 1810,....186,673
1808,....158,078 ¢ .

From 1811 to 1814 average yearly .......... 206,487 ¢
1815,....214,111 « 1820,....215,593 «
1816,....200,487 & 1821,....236,669
1817,....217,076 1822,....261,795
1818,....207,378 « 1823,....300,211 «
1819,....192,743 1824,....245,329 &

This table, which is the most complete that has been
published up to the present time, is based upon a
great number of manuscript official documents,
which have been communicated to me; on the
Awurora,and Papel Periodico of Havana; the Patri-
ota Americano; the Guias de forasteros of Cuba;
the Sucinta Noticia de la situacion presente de la
Habana, 1800, MSS.; Reclamacion contra la ley de
Aranceles, 1821 ; and the Redactor General of Gua-
temala, July 1825, p. 25. .

! According to the official returns, the export of sugar from Cuba,
since 1824, has been as follows :

D L PR T T 488,776 Boxes.
L

1926 to 1880.......ciceeecranacccoscnnonnn. 2,083,798 ¢«

1SB1 “ 1885 ... .ceeeiins ciiiiiiiiieenn 2,486,493 «
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of Havana, in 1794, at 18,600 boxes, and 45,600
that of all the island. In view of the fact that
the population of the island at that time was
about 362,000, of which, at most, only 230,000
were free, and that it is now 715,000, of which
455,000 are free, we must estimate a total consump-
tion in 1825, of 88,000 boxes. But supposing it to be
60,000 boxes, we have a total product of at least
440,000 boxes from the sugar plantations.

That we may more exactly comprehend the
agricultural wealth of Cuba, lét us compare the pro-
duction of that island in moderately productive years,
with that of the other Antilles.’

SLAVE POPULATION AND EXPORT OF SUGAR IN 1823.

Slaves. Export.

Cubay.....cocviiiiiien teninnnnnen, 260,000 1,520,000 cwt.
Jamaica,.............. Ceeecesieanns 842,382 1,417,488
Barbadoes, Granada, and St. Vincent, . . 128,000 794,567
Trinidad,...o.covvvinennneraneennnnnn 23,500 189,891
All the English Antilles,............. 626,800 3,005,366
French Antilles, ... ............ ... 178,000 794,760

Dutch, Danish, and Swedish Antilles,. . .61,300 854,386

1We have here reduced Baron Humboldt’s extended remarks to
the tabular form, for greater oconciseness. The export of sugar from
Cuba, in 1851, had increased to six millions hundred weight, while
that of all the English West Indies had fallen to about 2,750,000
hundred weight.
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believe that when tranquillity has been reéstablished,
the mean annual export of sugar will reach 192,000
boxes.' : )

Equinoctial America and Louisiana yield annually
(in 1825), to the commerce of Europe and America,
as appears by a minute comparison of all the partial
statistics, 460,000,000 kilogrammes of sugar, as fol-
lows :—

Antilles, . . ..1,147,500 slaves, 287, or 62 per cent.

an“y ------ 2,060.000 “ 125’ @ 9T &
Guiana, ..... 206,000 “ 40,4 9« o«

Great Britain alone, with a population of 14,400,000,
consumes more than one-third part of the 460,000,000
kilogrammes supplied by those countries of the new
continent, where theslave-trade has gathered 3,314,000
unfortunate slaves. ‘

The cultivation of the sugar cane is now so widely
extended in different parts of the world, that any
physical or political causes which might suspend, or
destroy industrial labor in one of the great Antilles,
would not affect the prico of sugar, nor exercise that
influence in the general trade of Europe and America
they would have exercised when the great cultiva-
tion was concentrated in a smaller space. Spanish

" 1The product of sugar in Brazil, in 1851, amounted to 117,000 tons
of 2,000 1bs. each.—Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine.
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1,600 augres), one-half of which is planted in cane,
and the other is appointed for alimentary plants and
pastures, which latter are called potreros. The value
of the land naturally varies according to its quality,
and vicinity to the ports of Havana, Matanzas, or
Mariel. In a radius of twenty-five leagues around
Havana, the value of each caballeria may be estima-
ted at two or three thousand dollars.’ _

That a plantation may produce 2,000 boxes of
sugar, it must have three hundred negroes.’ An
adult male slave, who is acclimated, is worth 450 or
500 dollars, and an unacclimited, newly imported
African, 870 to 400 dollars. A negro costs from 45
to 50 dollars a year in food, clothing, and medicine,

1%he 1and measare known as a caballeria, is a square, having 18
cordels, each cordel being 24 varas, or 432 varas of a side ; conse-
quently, a caballeria has 186,624 square varas, equivalent to 32 1-10
English acres.—H.

? There are very few plantations in Cuba that make 2,500 boxes ;
only those of Rio Blanco, of the Marquis de Arcos, of Don Rafael
O’Farril, and Doia Felicia Jauregui, attain this quantity. Those
which produce 2,000 boxes, annually, are considered first class sugar
plantatiors.—H.

There has been a great change in this respect, since Baron Hum-
boldt wrote, and a large number of the plantations in the Western
department yield from 4,000 to 5,000 boxes, annually. A first class
sugar plantation in Cuba now yields from 7,500 to 10,000 boxes,
annually.
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It we form a table of product and expenditure

from these data, we tind—

2,000 Boxes Sugar (white and brown), at $24,.... $48,000
500 Pipes of Rum, at $25, ................... 12,600

$60,600

The yearly expenses of the plantation are esti-

The capital invested consists of

50 caballerias of land, at $2,500,...... ...... $125,000
300 negroes, at $450, ..... ............ ..... 135,000
Buildings, mills, &e., ..............c00 oonn.. 80,020
Catile, and general inventory, ................ 130,000

$470,000

From this estimate, we find that if a plantation
capable of producing 2,000 boxes is established, the
capitalist would receive 6} per cent. interest, accord-
ing to the old Spanish method, and the present
prices of sugar. This return is not exorbitant for
an establishment that is not purely agricultural, and
‘whose expenditures are always the sane, even though
the return should fall off one-third. We need not
be surprised, therefore, that the cultivation of rice
should be preferred in Cuba to that of sugar, when
the price of the latter is so low as 4 or 5 cents a
pound.
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negroes of both sexes and various ages

Bt $600,. ... eienrienneiniinnans $180,000
34 caballerias of land, in cane, at $2,500,.. 86,000
6 caballerias of land, at $2,000,......... 12,000
Steam engine and cane mills, ............. 16,000
Bulldings,.....coovur cierieneanenananns 85,600
Bolling trains, &.,.. ... . ceenreens s 15,000
$343,500

Less—First value of land, which remains on
ground rent, $600 & caballeria,..... .... 24,000
$319,500

4,000 boxes of sugar, average, $16,......... $64,000
Product of molasses 80ld,.........cc0c000es 6,000

$70,000

The yearly expenses of the plantation are esti-
mated, inclusive of an annual purchase of

cattle at. ......... Ceeceseraaenenanes ... $36,110
Repairs and replacing material, ............. 14,600
$50,710

leaving a profit of $19,290, being a return of 6} per
<ent. on the capital invested.”

The number of hands on the plantation is the
msame in both estimates, and there is one-fifth less
Aand in the modern than in the old plantation, while
&the product of sugar is exactly double. This great
<difference of yield arises, in part, from the following
<circumstances, and in part, perhaps, from improve-
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have estimated that a Ascfar of cane gives a mean
of twelve cubic metres of juice, from which are
extracted, by the method at present in mse, at most,
ten or twelve per cent. of raw sugar. Considering,
therefore, the juice as a liquid charged with salts, it
contains, according to the fertility of the soil, from
twelve to sixteen per cent. of crystallizable sugar.
The sugar maple, in good lands in the United States,
yields 450 grammes of sugar to eighteen kilogram-
mes of sap, being two and a half per cent.” The
same quantity of sugar is yielded by the beet root,
comparing this quantity with the entire weight of
root. Twenty thousand kilogrammes of beets, grown
in good land, yield five hundred kilogrammes of
raw sugar. :

As the sugar cane loses one-half its weight, when
the juice is expressed, it gives—comparing, not the
product of juices, but the root of the common beet-
with the sugar cane—six times more raw sugar, to
an equal weight of vegetable matter, than the beet
root. The juice of the cane varies in its constituent
“parts, according to the nature of the soil, the quan-
tity of rain, the distribution of heat in the different
seasons, and the earlier or later disposition of the
Plant to flower. It is not alone in the greater or less
quantity of sugar held in solution, as some sugar-
Tmakers suppose ; the difference consists rather in the

12 :
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determination of the maximum heat to which the
juice should be exposed in the successive boilers.
The ingenious analysis of sugar, starch, gam, and the
ligneous principles, made by Messrs. Gay Lussac and
Thenard, the labors carried on in Europe with grape
and beet-root sugar, and the investigations of
Dutrone, Proust, Clarke, Higgins, Daniell, Howard,
Braconnot, and Derosne, have facilitated and pre-
pared the attainment of these degrees of perfection ;
but nothing has been done in the Antilles.

The amalgamation of metals, on a large scale, in
Mexico, cannot, certainly, be improved without '
previous examination, during & long stay at Guana-
juato, or Real del Monte, of the nature of the
metals placed in contact with the mercury, the
muriate of soda, lime, &ec.; in the same manner, to
improve the technical manipulations on the sugar
plantations, we must begin on several of those in
Cuba, with an analysis by a chemist acquainted
with the present state of vegetable chemistry, of
small portions of juice taken from the several kinds
of cane, in different soils, and at various seasons of
the year. Without this preliminary labor, under-
taken by some person from one of the most celebra-
ted laboratories, and possessing a complete knowledge
of the operations of sugar-making from beet-root, we
mnay obtain some partial improvement, but the
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misfortunes caused by play, luxury, and other evils,
place the landed proprietors in a state of absolute
dependence upon the merchants. The most frequent
" loans are those made to the planters, upon condition
of repayment from his crop of sugar, or coffee, at
prices two rials per arrobe of the first, and two dol-
lars per quintal of the last, less than the current
rates in market. Thus a crop of one thousand boxes
of sugar is sold in anticipation, at a loss of $4,000.
The demand for money for business transactions, and
the scarcity of coin, is so great that the government
at times is forced to borrow at ten per cent., and
individuals at even twelve and sixteen per cent.
interest. The great profits made in the African
slave-trade, sometimes amounting on a single voy-
age in Cuba to 100 or 125 per cent., have contri-
buted to increase the rate of interest; for many
parties hire money at 18 or 20 per cent., for the
purpose of following this infamous trade. The
traffic is not only barbarous in itself, but it is also
unreasonable, as it does not attain the object it pro-
poses; for like a stream of water brought from a
long distance, more than one-half of it, even in the
colonies themselves, is turned aside from the cultiva-
tion of the lands for which it was destined.
Corree.—The cultivation of coffee, like the
improvements in sugar making, dates from the
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CHAPTER X. -

OOMMEROE.

Oanses of its importance—Wealth of Caba—Relation of Havana to
Spanish-America—Present state of commeroce—Official valuations

“ (Mote)—Fallacies of tables of trade—Remarks thereon—
Balansa de Comercio—Imports and exports, 1816 and 1828—
Charaoter of imports—Of exports—Merchant ships and men-of-
war at Havana—[Nors.—Imports and exports, 1852—OCharacter
of imports, and proportion from United States—Exports—Propor-
tion to the United States—Vessels entered and cleared--Propor-
tion of commerce of Havana.]—Reflections on the character of
importations—Large amount of woven fabrics—Of provisions and
liquors—State of society, and want of subsistence—Mines and
cereals & necessity—Surprising importation of meats and pulse—
Probable fature deduced—Error of the deduction (Note)—Evil
colonial policy of Europe—Not adapted to Cuba—Probable
increase of population—Social theory—Law of public welfare
and of future of Cuba—[NoTe.—FError of social theory demon-
strated by Jamaica—Transition of blacks from slavery to freedom
~—1Its sad results—Tendency of free negroes to abandon the fields
—Nataral results—Sustains Baron Humboldt’s law of publio
welfare and of fature of Cuba.]—Flour trade—Mexican competi-
tion—State of public wealth in 1800—Its increase—Cuban defence
of free trade—Influence of commerce upon society—Progress not
to be measured by tons—Lives of nations.

It has been already stated, in the beginning of
this work, that the importance of the commerce of
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—cannot compete with it' A competition was
begun by Mexico, under the most favorable circum-
stances; for, during my residence at Vera Cruz,
Mexican flour was already exported from there to
the value of three hundred thousand dollars; and
this had increased, in 1809, to 70,000 barrels, as is
" shown by the statement of Mr. Pitkins. The politi-
cal disturbances of Mexico have entirely destroyed
this trade in cereals, between two countries both
situate under the torrid zone, but at different eleva-
tions above the level of the sea, which exerts a
powerful influence npon climate and production.

As a complement to these statements regarding
the foreign trade of Cuba, let us listen to the author
of an essay we have repeatedly cited, who sets forth
the true situation of the island. ¢ Havana begins
already to experience the effects of an accumnlation
of wealth, for provisions have doubled in price,
within a few years, and the wages of labor are so
increased, that a newly imported African, without
having learned any trade, earns by the labor of his
hands from 50 to 624 cents a day; and a negro
mechanic, however rough his work, earns from 62} to

! The duty on flour imported from the United States is now nearly

eleven dollars a barrel, and isx an efficient protection to that of
Santander.
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CHAPTER XI.
INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Projected canal from Havana to Batabané—Survey and levels—
Difficulty of making roads—Estimated cost and advantages of the
Canal—[Nots.—Present state of roads—-itinenry of principal
roads—Croes-roads—Turnpikes—Introduction of railroads—Their
adaptability to Cuba—Government determines to build the first—
Its immense cost—Receipts and expenses—Sale and extension—
Present system of railroads—Existing railroads in Cuba—Their
cost—Receipts—Steam navigation—Coasting trade—Shipbuilding

—Telegraph.]

Tue laborious and costly means of internal com-
munication in Cuba, increase the cost of her
products in her ports, notwithstanding the short
distance between the northern and southern shore.
A projected canal, which shall combine the advan-
tages of uniting Mavana with Batabané, and dimin-
ish, at the same time, the expense of transportation
to the native products, is worthy of special mention
here. The idea of the Giiines canal was conceived
more than half a century since, for the single pur-
pose of supplying the Navy-yard of llavana with
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a distance of twelve leagues, costs now one dollar a
quintal. Desides the advantages that would acerue
to the internal communications, the canal would give
great importance to the roadstead of Batabans,
which could be available to small vessels laden with
jerked beef from Venezuela, which would thus
avoid doubling Cape San Antonio. In the sformy
season, and in time of war, when privateers are
cruising between Cape Catoche, the Tortugas, and
Mariel, it would be advantageous to shorten the
voyage from the Spanish main to Cuba, by aryiving,
not at Havana, but at some port on the south side of
island.

In 1796 the probable cost of the Giiines canal was
estimated at a million, or one million two hundred
thousand dollars; we may suppose it would now
cost & million and a half of dollars. The products
that might pass annually through the canal have
been estimated at 75,000 boxes of sugar, 25,000
arrobes of coffee, and 8,000 hhds. of molasses and
ram. In the first project, that of 1796, it was
intended to connect the canal with the Giiines
brook, running it from the Holanda sugar estate
towards Quivican, three leagues south of Bejucal
and Santa Rosa. This idea has now been aban-
doned, as the Giiines brook loses its water toward
the east, in the irrigation of the savannas of Guana-
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cers, who, under proper systems of government, are
paid fixed salaries by the State, in order to pre-
vent as far as possible, an abuse of the power they
must necessarily wield in the community. To show
the character and extent of this abuse, we copy the
following extract fromm Gen. Concha’s work on Cuba,
published in Madrid, in 1853 :

“The absence of fixed salaries makes official situ-
ations uncertain in the extreme, under which the
probabilities of their proving lucrative can only be
estimated by antecedents. What, then, must any
one think, calculate, or hope for, who, soliciting or
accepting an appointment, sees that after a few
years an incumbent returns to Spain with a fortune,
not such as he might have made by means of the
strictest economy, while holding one of the best paid
places at home, but one comparable only to those
made by fortunate speculators. * * * #* Tor
many reasons, it is unfortunately too notorious that
an officer of a special tribunal was able to save"
or make from his office, in the short space of
four months, more than -Forry Trmousaxo Dor-
LARS l” 3

The appropriation of the revenme of Cuba, as

1 « Memoria sobre el Estado politico de Cubs, por Gen. José de In
Conchs,” p. 831.
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coral islands® is the beautiful silver-leaved tourne-
fortia gnaphalioides of Jacquin, which I first found
there. It is not a solitary plant, and forms a tree
four or five feet in height, its flowers having an
agreeable odor. It also adorns Cay Flamenco, Cay
de Piedras, and perhaps the greater part of the low
islands of the Jardinillos.

‘While we were engaged in botanizing our sailors
sought for sea crabs, and irritated with ill success,
they soothed their anger by climbing the mangrove
trees, and committing terrible havoc among the
young alcatraces, which were snugly ensconced in
pairs in the nests. Throughout Spanish America,
this name is applied to the blackish, swan-sized peli-
can of Buffon. The alcatraz, with that indolence
and stupid confidence which characterizes the larger
sea birds, forms its nest by twining together a fow

1 We gathered : Cenchrus myosuroides, Euphorbi'a buxifolia, Batis
maritima, Iresine obtusifolia, Tournefortia gnaphalioides, Diomedea
glabrata, Cakile cubensis, Dolichos miniatus, Partheninm hystero-
phorus, etc. This latter plant, which we found in the valley of
Caraccas, and on the temperate plains of Mexico, between elevations
of three thousand and six thousand feet, grows in all the fields of
Cuba. The inbabitants use it for aromatic baths, and to destroy
fleas, which so abound within the tropics. In Cumana many species
of Casia are used, for their odor, against these troul
inseots.—. ° ‘
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On the evening of the 15th of March, we left
Trinidad, and our departure was widely different
from our arrival, on horseback with the Catalan
shopkeepers. The municipal council sent us to the
mouth of the Guaurabo in a coach lined with ancient
red damask; and to increase the embarrassment we
felt, an ecclesiastic, who was also the poet of the
place, dressed throughout in velvet notwithstanding
the great heat, celebrated in a sonnet our voyage to
the Orinoco. On the way to the harbor we were sin-
gularly surprised with a spectacle which a residence
of more than two years in the tropics should have
made familiar to us. '

Nowhere else have I seen such an innumerable

. quantity of fireflies® (cocuyos), for trees, branches,
and leaves glowed with them in their brilliant and
nmoving light, the intensity of which varies with the
will of the insect that produces it; it seemed to me -
as though the starry vault of heaven had fallen
upon the plain. In the habitations of the poorer
classes in the county, a dozen of these insects placed
in a perforated gourd, suffice for a light during the
night. By shaking the gourd quickly, the insect is
roused, and lights up the luminous discs which are
placed on each side of its head. The inhabitants

! Elater nootilugus.~H.
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lulled in the land that gave it birth, and a free black
population, instead of disturbing the repose of the
neighboring islands, has made some progrees towards
a suavity of manners, and the establishment of good
civil institntions.’

Haiti is surrounded by Ouba, Porto Rico, and
Jamaica, with a population of 870,000 white and
885,000 blacks, while she contains 900,000 blacks
and mulattoes, who have freed themselves by their
own will, and the good fortune of their arms. These
negrocs, engaged much more in the cultivation of
alimenticious plants than of colonial staples, increase
with a rapidity that is exceeded only by the popu-
lation of the United States. Will the tranquillity
which the Spanish and English islands have enjoyed,
during the twenty-six years that have passed since

! How sad to contemplate, in the present debased condition of the
Haitian blacks, the failure of these noble and humane hopes. Yet
the erroneous social theories upon which they are based, have been
extended by the governments of Europe over many of the islands
of the Antilles, and Cuba, and Porto Rico alone remain, unab-
sorbed in the black abyss of barbarism, whose waves have rolled
over the other West ‘Indian isles, extingunishing the lights of
their civilization, and the hopes of their humanity. We may here
read the instructive lesson, that the principles upon which a social
organism is based, cannot be violently changed without destroying
its vital principle, and bringing desolation and death to the tempo-
ral and spiritual interests of 1ts members.
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J. C. DERBY’S PUBLICATIONS,

NEW ENGLAND BOYS:
oR, 4
THE THREE APPRENTICES.
BY A. L. S8TINSON.
1 elegant 12mo. volume, Illustrated. Price $1 28.

“ Some of the socnes painted are enough to make osstfied hearts quiver. There sre
tempters and temptations ; and almost every variety of character is introduced and meds
to play its part, and the description is of the most thrilling nature imaginaBle. John
Hard js a true representative of the Yankee character ; the parson’s anscdote of the Hay
family, of Bouth Carolina, the wealthy, dissipated young men who were burued in the
barn because they were too much intoxicated to escape, will do more wherever read to
prevent rum-drinking than the ¢ Maine Law.' It is seldom that we find In & novel so
many notable characters, and so many good points made as this."~Jagham 0-‘0.

“ We take pleasure in recommending this work to young men. It poiats in & most
powerful manaer the road to vice, and warns, most emphatically, those who are in it of
the fate they may expect if they do not change their tactics. The author very justly
remarks that in the idle and the vicious *the six degrees of crime —wine, women,
gambling, theft, murder, and the gallows—are all attained. The evils of intemperance
are most powerfully depicted, and the dangers to which that class of young men who are
known as good-natured jovial fellows are exposed, fully portrayed. The author has
also shown the dangers of relying on circumstantial proof in the conviction of crime.
His book should be read by all young men who really desire to escape the way that leads
to ignominy and death.”—XN. Y. Times.

A temperance book, and is well adapted to impress the lessons of this great reform
upon every thoughtful mind. It is written with much graphic force, its moral is excellent
and obvious, and its descriptions of character life-like. We hope it will obtain a wide
circulatlon, for its influence must be good."—.Albany Prokibitionist.

‘* A lively, funuy, graphic story, which would reflect no discredit upon Dickens. What
with the fun in the book and the good moral lesson which it conveys, it must have a good
sale."—Murtford Courant.

“Full of fun and adventure, inculcating a wholesome moral, full of stirring incidents,
by turns humorous or pathetic, and altogether jast the book to attract the attention and
suggest thought.”—N. Y. Atlas.

¢ As a matter of pure phflanthropy, we cannot but hope that ¢ Easy Nat® will be able to
rcach ¢ Uncle Tom's Cabin,’ in public favor.”—Boston Citisen.

“A highly entertaining work this, and full of the sploe, romancs aod reality of life.
The style Is attractive, the moral excellent.”—Boston Bes.

¢ This Is one of the books that will sell. It is readable, racy, and written with a good
moral purpose.”’— Untled States Journal.

“The story is one of great interest, truthfal and life-like ; the desire to render vice
odlous, and to show how it can be avolded, being apparent in every page."—DLAdl. Nevwe.

“Will make most persons the betier and wiser to read.”—, Y. Digpatod.
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